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A Rally Day Prayer 
By Norman C. Schlichter 


OD, we pray this Rally Day, 
As followers of Thine, 
Make this a day of blessing; 
A time of joy divine; 


A time of deep repentance 

For Christian things undone; 
For souls forgot, neglected, 

Who should for Thee be won; 


Make this a time of yielding 
Ourselves complete to Thee, 
Together in Thy presence 
In true humility; 


A time of consecration 
Which Thou wilt fully bless 
And cause to yield around us 
New fruits of righteousness. 


ye 
Peace Without God? 


Peace plans that leave out God are 
foredoomed to failure. We have seen 
the fury of two world wars that blasted 
men’s brightest hopes. But men keep 
on laying foundations in the shifting 
sands of human nature. One of the lat- 


est schemes is called “A World-wide 
Brotherhood Mobilization.” This is pro- 
posed by the World Fellowship, Inc., 
“for immediate consideration and emer- 
gency action by all men and women of 
good will everywhere,” and “climaxing 
in a world brotherhood congress in New 
York City at the time of the United 
Nations assembly, September, 1947.” A 
large prospectus analyzes many of the 
world’s ills — the atomic armament race, 
famine, disease, shortage of clothing and 
housing, competition among the big 
powers — and suggests “five great world- 
saving tasks” that need to be under- 
taken at once. These are briefly: 
Checking the armament race, world- 
wide relief and rehabilitation, support- 
ing the projects of the United Nations, 
formation of a world government, and 
“promoting a new era of plenty and bet- 
ter human living for all mankind.” 
Certainly most of these aims are desir- 


He Will Solve 


after the institution of the Last Sup- 

per — twelve persons, of whom one 
was the Lord, the others with loyal 
hearts, but weak and full of failure. 
When the Lord is alone with His dis- 
ciples He can open His heart to them, 
and He knows what lies ahead of them. 
As the conversation on that unique oc- 
casion proceeded, He dealt with prob- 
lems that would beset His disciples 
(“learners”) of all time till His return. 
He had warned Peter explicitly, also 
Judas, and Judas was now absent. Dread 
and trouble filled the hearts of the others 
—their Lord had said He was leaving 


I: WAS a small company tarrying 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“There hath no temptation taken 
you but such as is common to 
man: but God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way 
to escape, that ye may be able to 
bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13). 




















able. In the glowing prospectus much 
is said of good will and brotherhood, 
but not once are God and the Bible 
mentioned. It sounds well, but, like the 
house of Matthew 7, it is built on the 
sand. It ignores the deep, underlying 
cause of all wars, clearly exposed by 
James’ two questions: “From whence 
come wars and fightings among you? 
come they not hence, even of your lusts 
that war in your members?” Nothing 
can tame and bind these furious, devas- 
tating lusts but the mighty power of 
God. Therefore, in spite of all public 
opinion to the contrary, let us keep on 
proclaiming that “the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared ‘to all 
men, teaching us that, denying ungodli- 
ness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world; looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 


Our Problems 


them. “Let not your heart be troubled.” 
Life is full of puzzles, but faith in God 
and in the Saviour can meet them, When 
we cannot understand, we are to trust. 
He understands. He knows the deep 


places where the quicksands are. How ‘ 


often has someone said to a helpless 
woman or child whom he was rescuing 
from fire or water: “Shut your eyes, 
I’ve got hold of you,” and the strug- 
gling has ceased. We all need the Lord’s 
strong grip, and all believers have it. 
Feelings are of no account. As Samuel 
Rutherford says, “He knows the fords.” 
But what of sin? It troubles believers, 
doubts assail the soul; sins of long ago 
come to mind; what then? “Believe 
. in me,” is the tender response. Be- 
lieve in Me as Redeemer, the One who 
paid the price on the cross, who ever 
lives to make intercession for you; who 
never loses one of His own. The One 
whom God has set forth as the propitia- 
tion for your sins—believe in Me, I 
undertake. Do not trust to your faith 
any more than to your experiences — 
believe in Me, rely in, and on, Me. 
Then there is death. If Christ does not 
return soon death looms ahead for be- 
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lievers to face. Yes; but to them death 
is the’ gate into life, the servant that 
opens the door and admits to the family 
circle already assembling fast. “In my 
Father’s house are many mansions... . 
I go to prepare a place for you” — the in- 
dividual place for the individual child 
in the Father’s House! The Father's 
House is Home and the children will 
be at home there. . Those who are not 
born again on earth would have no en- 
joyment there; they would not be able 
to bear the atmosphere of holiness, 
which is one of the great joys to the 
children. Did the Son of God not take 
part in flesh and blood “that through 
death” He might bring to powerlessness 
“him that had the power of death, that 
is, the devil; and deliver them who 
through fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage”? He did 
deliver, He does deliver; cannot we trust 
Him yet to deliver? Christ tasted death 
for each believer that they might never 
taste the bitterness of death. 

To some the thought of God brings 
terror. To those out of Christ it well 
may; but they may come to Jesus the 
Mediator and be reconciled to God 
through Mis death, believing in Him. 
It is the same story: always Christ, 
only Christ, who satisfies. “That is all 
very well,” says someone, “but I have 
to live and work day by day, not know- 
ing how my children are to be fed, even 
next week!” “If ye shall ask any thing 
in my name, I will do it.” “In my name” 
means “with my authority.” A customer 
can go to a shop and say, “I am the 
wife of the proprietor —put my order 
down in his name”; and if it is a true 
claim it will of course be honored. She 
speaks in her husband’s name and re- 
ceives from his store all she asks for. 
Of course, in prayer it implies that what 
is asked for is what the Lord Jesus 
wants us to have, and whatever is for 
His glory and our good is assured. 

Then there is the problem of loneli- 
ness — loneliness experienced and lone- 
liness dreaded. Who does not know it? 
Even a child can be terribly lonely, and 
who can estimate how many during and 
since the war have suffered acutely in 
this way? The answer to a child of God 
in view of loneliness is: “I will not 
leave you orphans, I will come to you” 
(John 14:18, margin). There is a closer 
contact and a closer, indescribable com- 
munion with the Lord when this promise 
is claimed and realized. One can be 
lonely in a crowd, but His tent spread 
over us as the King’s royal pavilion 
means not only protection for us from 
the strife of tongues, but also the pres- 
ence of the King with us. He has never 
promised that we shall not taste sorrow 
and loss and feel the craving for those 
who are now lost to us on earth, but 
He has promised His corapany. Angels 
might envy a believer’s converse with 
his Lord; and we are sure as believers 
to meet all believers who have gone 
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Home before us. Some taste loneliness 
through perverse isolation, and such can 
scarcely expect or even wish for His 
companionship. Some taste it with mor- 
bid craving for some friendship denied 
in mercy; some taste it through faith- 
less fear of the future. But those who 
are lonely may find— if they rest in His 
will — themselves enriched by their very 
aloneness. They are shut up to their 
Lord, not as anchorites, but as prisoners 
in His providence, and so find satisfac- 
tion in Himself through the Holy Spirit. 

Some dread loss of memory, or have it 
already as a trial. To such there is a 
loving word: “He [the Comforter] shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things 
to.your remefffbrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto you.” Many things we may 
forget with profit; but the Lord shall 
feed our memories as it shall please 
Him, and therein is consolation for us. 
He remembers everything (except our 
sins), and that suffices. Incidentally, of 
course, this is not the only application 
of the promise. 


One more, problem is answered in our 
chapter — that of restlessness. Of course 
some restlessness is physical, but He 
can touch the fever as of old, and His 
touch brings peace. His peace, peace 
that passes understanding, peace that 
shall be forever, peace in the Glory- 
land. There is nothing to spoil perfec- 
tion there, but “the” satisfaction of de- 
lights: Thy face, fulness of joy” (Spur- 
rell’s translation, Psalm 16:11). 

The fact was, the disciples—and all 
disciples since— were planned for in 
every detail by the Lord who bought 
them and undertakes for them. When 
He knew beforehand that He would 
have to do everything for each and every 
one, He loved them well enough to do 
it! Moreover, “he leved unto the end.” 
How He must look forward to seeing 
them all together in His glory! 

And all these problems are solved in 
that beloved chapter, the fourteenth of 
John. 

Ye 


Notes on Open Letters 





Those New Testaments 
for Abyssinia 


Your account of the special weather- 

roof paper used in the Testaments 
or Ethiopia was of special interest to 
us. Our editions of the Scriptures go 
to all parts of the world, and should 
be printed on such paper. We would 
appreciate it if you would put us in 
touch with the manufacturer of this 
paper, or the printer or publisher of 
the Ethiopian Edition, so that we may 
make inquiries concerning it—A pub- 
lisher. 

This inquiry refers to one of the travel 
letters of Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Vice- 
President of The Sunday School Times 
Company, in which he tells of an audi- 


ence granted to Dr. Donald Grey Barn- 
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house and himself by the Emperor of 
Ethiopia, Haile Selassie, at which time 
copies of the first edition of a new re- 
vised New Testament in Amharic were 
presented to the Emperor. Mr. Jaeger’s 
travel letter was published in Tue Sun- 
pay Scuoor. Trmes of July 20, and Dr. 
Barnhouse’s translation of his remarks 
to the Emperor indicated that this new 
edition of the New Testament was 
printed on a chemical paper invented by 
the Americen industry, during the war, 
for the printing of military manuals for 
tropical use; that it was resistant to ter- 
mites and other insects; and that the 
binding was resistant to tropical mold. 
Unfortunately, however, through some 
misunderstanding, this statement regard- 
ing the paper was not correct. However, 
the binding is made of M3, black grain, 
700 quality du Pont Fabrikoid which is 
pyroxylin coated, water resistant, and 
vermin and mildew proof, over fifty- 
point binder’s board. 


ww 
A British Reader Protests 


An English reader thinks the Sur- 
vey of May 11 unfair to Britain. 

First, because it calls attention to the 
waste of grain by British brewers in 
famine time. But the figures came from 
the English press. That they are not 
an expression of American chauvinism 
I can make clear from the following 
note prepared for publication: 


Congressman Jerry Vorhis of California 
is, week after week, denouncing “the 
diversion of precious grains from human 
feeding to whiskey making. There is 
no justification of it,” he says. Let us 
hold up his hands. He quotes Mr. Lindley 
in Newsweek: 

“The demand for cereals alone is ap- 
proximately ten million tons greater than 
the visible supply. Spread over 120 days 
before the new crops begin to come in, 
this shortage could mean death for 300,- 
000,000 reople, more than twice the popu- 
lation of the United States.” 


Billy Sunday used to talk of the 
brewers’ big horses. Today brewers and 
distillers, American as well as British, 


are riding over the starving and the 
dead. 


Secondly, objection is made to the 
phrase “unjust British operations in 
Java.” This may be severe, although the 
opinion is quite general. However, my 
notes say: 


Reports from Java indicate that Chris- 
tians are suffering much from Moslem 
hatred. In many villages Christians have 
been despoiled of all they have, fathers 
have been exiled, and at times tortured, 
and children buried alive. Thousands of 
Ambonnais and other Christians have 
been interned in prison camps where they 
live in misery. In some cases Christians 
have accepted Moslem circumcision, but 
others have held firm. 


This being the situation, one may well 
revise one’s judgments and thank Britain 
for her intervention —Ernest Gordon. 
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lll. The Gospel—Its Origin 


A glorious plan that stretches from eternity to eternity 


“Who hath blessed us with every spir- 
itual blessing in the heavenly places 
in Christ: even as he chose us in him 
before the foundation of the world” 
(Eph. 1:3, 4, R.V.). 


E question of the origin of the 
Gospel, that is, as to when it came 
into existence in the mind of God, 
is an. important one because it is so 
closely related to the nature of God. 
To put it in another way: Was the 
catastrophe of man’s fall, with its far- 
reaching consequences, unforeseen by 
God? If it were, then the plan for the 
Gospel could have been only an after- 
thought on God's part, in an effort to 
repair the damages caused by the en- 
trance into His creation of the great 
enemy, sin. This would at once raise 
doubts as to the omniscience, or the 
omnipotence of the eternal God, both 
of which are cardinal attributes of His 
and are absolutely part and parcel of 
any adequate conception of Him. 

Not only from the basis of logic is 
there an inescapable inference as to the 
eternal origin of the Gospel in God's 
plan, but there are also to be found in 
Scripture a number of clear statements 
which will bear out this inference and 
afford conclusive proof to the true Chris- 
tian. In this article we shall consider 
four of these references and see what 
light they throw on this subject. The 
expression “before the world,” meaning 
before the creation of the world, occurs 
several times in the New Testament and 
is used in connection with what we may 
call four special phases of the Gospel. 


A. The Person and Mission of Christ 


“We speak God’s wisdom in a mys- 
tery, even the wisdom that hath been 
hidden, which God foreordained before 
the worlds unto our glory” (1 Cor. 2: 
7). In this verse there are three things 
which are said concerning that divine 
wisdom and which are of importance. 


1. It Had Been Hidden 


As the result of sin and departure from 
God, man’s mind had been darkened 
with ignorance and with superstition. 
The study of history shows that prior to 
the birth of Christ Jesus the Jews were 
the one nation which preserved mono- 
theism and which had a knowledge of 
the one true God. All others had al- 
ready sunk deep into polytheism of all 
kinds with terrible immoralities and 
superstitions. The advent of the Lord 
Jesus meant the revealing, in an abso- 
lutely unique and new form, of the great 
facts of God—His nature, His right- 
eousness, and His love, together with 


By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


More interest is often shown in the 
details of human legacies than in 
“the inheritance of the saints in 
light.” Dr. Soltau says: “There is 
much said about this inheritance in 
the New Testament, and the tragic 
thing is that so few of God’s chil- 
dren have begun to learn how to 
make use of their rich privileges in 
Christ and to possess their posses- 
sions.” It is of this wonderful in- 
heritance, which God has given to 
every believer in Christ, that Dr. 
Soltau writes in this third article of 
his series, which will be continued 
in the Times. 








His plans and purposes for mankind — 
of all of which almost the entire human 
race had been in absolute ignorance. 
But it was even more than that; it was 
not only a revelation before man of 
these glorious realities, of which he had 
known nothing, but it involved making 
them real to his heart and in his life. 
The Apostle Paul speaks of the “mys- 
tery which hath been hid for ages and 
generations, but now it hath been mani- 
fested to his saints.” He then goes on 
to explain that this mystery is nothing 
less than “Christ in you, the hope [or 
assurance] of glory” (Col. 1:26,. 27). 
That which had been hidden for cen- 
turies suddenly flashed forth in the per- 
son of Christ Jesus, in accordance with 
the divine plan. His coming was in “the 
fulness of the time” (Gal. 4:4), after 
centuries of preparation had elapsed, 
during which the moral Law and the 
ceremonial Law, as given through Moses, 
had made plain to men their lack of 
righteousness, their inability to keep 
from sinning, and the absolute necessity 
for some special and permanent pro- 
vision being made in order to meet their 
needs. It was clear that this provision 
must be the work of God. 


2. It Was Foreordained 


The revelation of this wisdom, through 
the person and work of Jesus Christ, 
was no afterthought on the part of God. 
It was foreordained, planned from be- 
fore the beginning of time. In the first 
chapter of John’s Gospel there are a 
number of tremendous statements. con- 
cerning the Lord Jesus. He is there 
spoken of as the Word (1:1); also as 
the Light, “the true light, even the light 
which lighteth every man coming into 
the world” (1:9). No other passage in 
Scripture teaches more clearly the eter- 
nal pre-existence of the second Person 
of the Trinity. Both of the names used 
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of the Lord Jesus in this chapter refer 
especially to His revealing work. As the 
Word, He is the divinely appointed 
vehicle by which the infinite and in- 
visible God was made intelligible to 
finite man (cf. John 1:14; 14:9). As the 
true Light, He is set forth as the one 
Source of all true wisdom and knowl- 
edge of the truth which had been made 
known to man. These names also indi- 
cate that His coming and mission were 
an integral part of the eternal plan of, 
God, conceived before the beginning of 
time, or the creation of the world. 


3. It Was for Our Glory 


It is clear that the redeemed race, of 
which Jesus Christ is the Head, as the 
last Adam (Rom. 5:14; 1 Cor. 15:45), is 
on a far higher plane and in a far closer 
and more intimate relationship with 
God than was Adam in his unfallen 
state. The new man in Christ Jesus 
has received the spirit of adoption, 
whereby he cries, Abba, Father, which 
is a privilege possessed by no one in the 
Old Testament. His body is become the 
temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16), 
and he looks forward with joyous assur- 
ance to the return of his Lord, when he 
shall be changed into the same glorious 
image (1 John 3:2; Phil. 3:21), and shall 
be without wrinkle or spot, fit to be 
presented to the Father (Eph. 1:4; 5:27; 
Col. 1:22, 28). 


B. The Kingdom 


“Come ye blessed of my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world” 
(Matt. 25:34). 

The second subject, to which refer- 
ence is made as being eternally pre- 
pared, is the Kingdom. The character- 
istic of the Kingdom here mentioned is 
that it is a sphere in which God’s right- 
eousness and will are the absolute stand- 
ards of life and conduct. Glimpses of 
its glory are revealed in the Book of 
Revelation, where it is stated that “there 
shall in no wise enter into it anything 
unclean” (Rev. 21:27). The establish- 
ment of this glorious and eternal King- 
dom was the purpose of Christ’s death. 
Through Him and Him alone entrance 
to it was made possible, and is granted 
only to those whose names are written 
in the Lamb’s book of life (Rev. 21:27). 
The glories of this Kingdom are not 
fully revealed in Scripture, probably 
because they are too far above the power 
of comprehension of our limited and 
darkened understandipgs. This King- 
dom represents the ultimate victory of 
the righteousness and of the love of 
God. It is the goal which lies as the 
culmination of the redeeming work of 
the Son of God. It was for the sake 
of this that he “endured the cross, de- 
spising the shame” (Heb. 12:2) and is 
“sat down on the right hand of God; 
henceforth expecting till his enemies be 
made the footstool of his feet” (Heb. 
10:12, 13). 
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The Kingdom of God is a Kingdom 
of light (Col. 1:12), and is opposed by 
the kingdom of darkness (Col. 1:13), 
which is its antithesis in every respect. 
As Ephesians 6:11-16 reveals, there is 
an implacable hatred and undying en- 
mity on the part of the kingdom of 
darkness, which is engaged in a life-and- 
death struggle, in order to prevent, or 
at least to hinder, the coming into its 
full and final glory of the Kingdom 
which was “prepared .. . from the 
foundation of the world.” It should be 
a source of tremendous comfort and as- 
surance in these days, when“the con- 
flict is so intense, to remember that the 
ultimate victory is as sure and as in- 
evitable as are the immutable counsels 
and purposes of the Almighty, and that 
the increasing tempo and bitterness of 
the attacks of the enemy are only in- 
dications that he, too, is aware that the 
time of his ultimate destruction and of 
the glorious establishment of the eter- 
nally planned Kingdom is rapidly ap- 
proaching, which knowledge is goading 
him into making one last desperate, but 
nevertheless futile, effort to overthrow 
God’s decrees. 


C. The Recipients / 


Not only were the mission of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the eternal glory of 
His Kingdom, which He came in order 
to establish, prepared “before the foun- 
dation of the world,” but even those 
who were to enter in, by reason of their 
being recipients by faith of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, were also included as 
an integral part of God’s eternal plan 
or program. 

In the descriptions in Revelation of 
the future tribulation and coming per- 
secution under the reign of the Anti- 
christ, it is stated that all shall “wor- 
ship him, every one whose name hath 
not been written from the foundation of 
the world in the book of life of the 
Lamb that hath been slain” (Rev. 13: 
8; 17:8). In these verses again we find 
clear witness to the fact that the Cross 
of Jesus Christ was seen from before 
the beginning of time as an absolute 
necessity for the fulfillment of God's 
glorious purposes for a redeemed and 
glorified race. 


In several passages in the New Testa- 
ment there is clear evidence of the ac- 
tivity of God’s sovereign will in regard 
to each individual who is born into the 
family of the household of God. The 
verses already referred to in Revelation 
speak of their names having been writ- 
ten in the Lamb’s book of life from be- 
fore the foundation of the world. In 
Romans 8:29 there is another equally 
strong statement: “For whom he fore- 
knew, he also foreordained to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son, that 
he might be the firstborn among many 
brethren.” In Ephesians 1:4 also the 
Apostle Paul writes, “Even as he chose 
us in him before the foundation of the 
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world.” Again in John 1:12, 13, in speak- 
ing of the new birth and of the way in 
which it is brought about, John makes 
it perfectly clear that the whole process 
of receiving the “power to become the 
sons of God” is in no way carried out 
by the will or the desires of any indi- 
vidual or group of men, but is a super- 
natural and direct act of God Himself. 
Along the same line we learn from the 
Apostle Paul that “by grace have ye 
been saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God” (Eph. 
2:8). These and other passages should 
help us to see that the very individuals 
who are to receive the Gospel in faith, 
and thereby are to become members of 
the mystical bedy of Christ and heirs 
of salvation, are not left to a matter of 
chance or circumstances, but each de- 
tail as to the selection and choice of 
those who were to become the recipients 
of grace were included in the plans and 
purposes of God, made before the begin- 
ning of time. This is what is meant by 
the doctrine of foreordination, which 
may be described as the outworking of 
God’s plan of salvation, viewed from 
God's side. However, difficult as it may 
appear to reconcile it, it does not con- 
flict with man’s free will and the respon- 
sibility which rests upon each individual 
for accepting or rejecting God’s offers 
of mercy, through faith in His Son 
Christ Jesus. This latter may be re- 
garded as the outworking of God’s plan 
of salvation as viewed from man’s side. 


D. The Inheritance of the Saints 


The fourth great subject with which 
God's eternal purposes are spoken of as 
being connected is the inheritance of 
His people whom He has chosen. As the 
Apostle Paul writes, “Who hath blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ: even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of 
the world” (Eph. 1:3, 4). In other words, 
the choice of election by God in Christ 
Jesus and the granting of all spiritual 
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blessings were very closely related, and 
both were intimately connected with 
God’s eternal plan. In‘“this phrase the 
thought is directed, not to the future 
inheritance of the saints which they will 
erjuy to the full when they take their 
places as glorified and perfected beings 
in the presence of the Father, but to 
the inheritance already received and 
which is theirs to enjoy while living in 
this present world. There is much said 
about this inheritance in the New Testa- 
ment, and the tragic thing is that so few 
of God’s children have begun to learn 
how to’ make use of their rich privileges 
in Christ and to possess their posses- 
sions. 


The purpose of God in regard to each 
child of His is the transformation, or 
transfiguration, into the image of His 
Son. Paul speaks of his confidence that 
this work would indeed be consummated 
in the lives of the believers at Philippi 
(Phil. 1:6). He also speaks of the 
process by which it is to be carried out, 
namely, by God Himself, working in 
them to cause them first to desire and 
then to work for His good pleasure 
(Phil. 2:13). The “unsearchable riches 
of Christ” (Eph. 3:8), which have been 
deposited to the credit of every believer 
and made available for all to draw upon, 
are as inexhaustible as is the power of 
the Holy Spirit, which is “to usward 
who believe” (Eph. 1:19). 

The Gospel is not a social program 
for making this world a better place in 
which to live. It is God’s method of 
bringing into perfect and glorious con- 
summation His own eternal plan for re- 
deeming sinners and creating them as a 
new human race, fit to dwell in His 
presence, to enjoy His fellowship, and 
to serve Him perfectly throughout eter- 
nity. It is only logical then that the 
plan which has such a magnificent and 
eternai goal should have been prepared 
in detail from eternity. 


(To be continued) 


Hymns That Narrowly Escaped Oblivion 


Strange circumstances that preserved some of the church's best-loved music 


PON the death of his wife, Gabriel 

Rossetti thought that, inasmuch as 
the poems he had written were so en- 
tirely inspired by her, they therefore 
belonged to her and should be buried 
with her. Hence he tucked them under 
the pillow in her casket and they were 
lowered* with her loved form into the 
grave. And witheher burial it did seem 
that the muse of his poetic genius be- 
came silent. Gabriel Rossetti’s friends 
gathered about him, and sought to per- 
suade him to grant unto them permis- 
sion to exhume her body and recover 
the songs buried in her coffin. After 
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holding out against such a proposal for 
a long time, the poet at last gave them 
his reluctant consent. His friends were 
not leng inactive, and one night, while 
the poet remained in a house near by, 
they went to the cemetery and dug up 
the cofin, and recovered the precious 
manuscript. By just so narrow a margin 
did: posterity have the joy of possessing 
the beautiful love lyrics of Gabriel Ros- 
setti. 

Many of the songs dear to our hearts 
have narrowly escaped oblivion. One 
day at an auction in London, the actor, 
Charles Kemble, bought at a venture a 
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batch of plays written by John Howard 
Payne. Among them he discovered the 
poem, “Home, Sweet Home.” Kemble 
saw the possibilities of the little lyric, 
and when Sir Henry Bishop set it to the 
tune of a Sicilian folk song and popu- 
larized it by having it sung at the Covent 
Theater in London, it was no time before 
the public had bought over 100,000 copies. 


It should not be thought strange there- 


fore that some of our hymns should have 


had a similar history. Many a writer of 
sacred song has dashed off a composition 
with merely the thought of having it 
provide him with comfort and solace, 
or even the pleasure thereby derived, 
affording the stimulation for the attempt. 
The composition then having served its 
purpose, as like as not he would deposit 
it in a desk drawer, or secrete it in his 
wallet, or even to relegate it to the waste- 
paper basket. In any event it has often 
been the case that only a sheer act of 
Providence has recovered it for poster- 
ity. Often the writer intending the lines 
only for his own eyes has discovered 
to his utter amazement that they have 
become famous, and that he himself is 
lifted into immortal fame. Indeed some- 
times the only link some lives have to 
remembrance by posterity is through 
some little poem written in odd moments. 





OEBE HINSDALE BROWN (1783- 
1861) was once the victim of gossip. 
Oppressed by countless household cares, 
as well as being obliged to bear the or- 
deal of extreme poverty, this wife of a 
journeyman house painter was accus- 
tomed, as the shadows of evening deep- 
ened, to retire to a neighbor’s garden, 
and there amidst quiet surroundings to 
snatch a little time for communion with 
her God. Mrs. Brown was wont to enter 
the garden from a corner that made it 
appear she did not desire to be discov- 
ered. A maid reported the visits to her 
mistress who, with a suspicious mind, 
placed an utterly wrong interpretation 
on the nightly walks. At last, the re- 
port of the whisperings came to Mrs. 
Brown’s ears, and a poem of nine stanzas 
was her answer. The poem carried the 
title, “An Apology for My Twilight 
Rambles, addressed to a lady.” This the 
writer sent to her of the nasty mind. 
Undoubtedly, the poem was in great 
risk of being lost forever. One may be 
sure that the one receiving it would 
hardly care to make it public. Seem- 
ingly God guarded the poem, and it 
found its way to the hymnbook, where 
among the prayer hymns it stands almost 
alone. 
I love to steal awhile away 
From every cumbering care, 
And spend the hours of setting day 
In humble, grateful prayer. 
Thus, when life’s toilsome day is o’er, 
May its departing ray 
Be calm as this impressive hour, 
And lead to endless day. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ENRY KIRKE WHITE (1785-1806), 

whose short but brilliant career 
covered a span of but twenty-one years, 
while a student scribbled ten lines of 
a poem on the back of an examination 
paper. A poet by nature and endow- 
ment, he sought to brighten the heavy 
hours of solving mathematical problems 
by composing verse. It could hasdly be 
expected that lines written under such 
circumstances would ever remain to 
bless the world. But somehow they fell 
into just the right hands. A young 
woman by the name of Mary Fuller 
Maitland somehow got hold of them. A 
close friend of the writer, she was able 
to enter into the spirit of the fragment, 
and by adding an additional fourteen 
lines of her own, the world was blessed 
with the hymn, “Oft in danger, oft in 
woe.” 

Henry Kirke White was the son of a 
Nottingham butcher, but often as a boy, 
carrying the butcher’s. basket, he 
dreamed of better things. He always 
aspired to something in which his brain 
could find full expression. During his 
very early years he was much inclined 
toward skepticism, but the arguments 
and solicitude of a very faithful friend, 
Mr. Almond, led him to become an ear- 
nest Christian, and to devote himself 
to the ministry. It was while he was in 
the midst of his studies at Cambridge 
that he sickened and died. But in the 
few years that he lived in faith toward 
God and His Son, Jesus Christ, he en- 
riched the church by a legacy of ten 
hymns. 


AY PALMER (1808-1857), on a busy 

thoroughfare of commerce one day, 
was greeted by Dr. Lowell Mason, who 
was even then recognized as an author- 
ity in the field of church music. Dur- 
ing the conversation that followed, Dr. 
Mason asked the struggling young the- 
ologue and teacher if he had written any 
verse lately. Ray Palmer drew out from 
his wallet a worn piece of paper and 


modestly showed it to the great doc- ' 


tor of music, stating that he had written 
what appeared thereon in a time of great 
discouragement and depression, just to 
give expression to what he felt in those 
lonely hours. Dr. Mason saw rich pos- 
sibilities in the words, and set them to a 
tune to which they are marvelously 
suited. When the two met some time 
later, Dr. Mason said, “Mr. Palmer, you 
may live many years and do many 
things, but I think you will be best 
known to posterity as the author of ‘My 
faith looks up to Thee.’” 

This was the hymn that Ray Palmer 
carried around with him in his wallet. 
It is very likely that it never would 
have come to light but for that provi- 
dential meeting on a busy street in a 
great city. 

In speaking of the hymn, Ray Palmer 
said that he believed it brought comfort 
to Christian hearts because it expressed, 
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in a simple way, that act which is the 
most central in all true Christian life — 
the act, of trust in the atoning, Lamb. 
The stanzas, according to the writer, 
were written with very little effort, but 
with very tender emotion. The last line 
came from his pen as his eyes filled 
with tears. The hymn, “My faith looks 
up to Thee,” is regarded as one of the 
greatest hymns ever written by an 
American. And yet, it might easily have 
been lost in the pocket of the writer. 





EMIMA THOMPSON LUKE (1813- 

1906), while attending some sessions 
at a teachers’ institute, was attracted by 
the tune of a marching song sung by 
some children. Upon inquiry she found 
it to be a Greek tune known as 
“Salamis.” The young woman imme- 
diately set about finding some words to 
suit the melody she had come to love so 
much. But after looking through count- 
less books, she almost had given up, 
when one beautiful spring morning 
while riding on a bumpy stagecoach, 
the strain of the tune came to her again, 
and lo, words were suggested to her to 
go with it. She says: “On the back 
of an old envelope I wrote in pencil the 
first two of the verses, now so well 
known, in order to teach the tune to the 
village school. The third verse was 
added afterward to make it a mission- 
ary hymn.” 

A few Sundays later, the class she 
taught in Sunday school had the oppor- 
tunity to sing a hymn of their choice. 
They sang the one Mrs. Luke, their 
teacher, had so recently taught them. 
The superintendent of the Sunday school 
was Mrs. Luke’s own father. When the 
song sung by the class was finished, he 
asked with no small measure of enthu- 
siasm, “Where did that hymn come 
from?” The whole class chorused, “Je- 
mima wrote it.” Without saying a word 
to his daughter, the father sent it the 
very next day to the Sunday School 
Teachers’ Magazine, where it first ap- 
peared in print. I believe it can be said 
that if the superintendent of that Sun- 
day schoo] had been, as is so often the 
case, listless and apathetic to what the 
classes are doing, and had failed to give 
expression to the approval the exercise 
warranted, it is very likely the hymn, 
written by Jemima Luke, “I think when 
I read that sweet story of old,” would 
have died a-borning. A word of en- 
couragement has saved many a fine en- 
terprise from going on the rocks. 





ECIL FRANCES ALEXANDER 

(1823-1895) took to writing poetry 
when but nine years of age. A shyness, 
evident even then, continued to mark 
her all her life. Just as if she had done 
something naughty, she would hide her 
compositions under the carpet. Her 
father, an army officer, however, discov- 
ered her secret, and, recognizing the 
talent of his little daughter, soon pro- 
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vided a better receptacle for her poetic 
endeavors. It was thus that the world 
was permitted to enjoy and find blessing 
in the many fine pieces that she wrote. 
The man she married was destined to 
become the Bishop of Derry and Primate 
of all Ireland. He nevertheless expressed 
the conviction that he would be remem- 
bered as the husband of the writer of 
“There is a green hill far away,” and 
there is little doubt but that he was 
right. 

Mrs. Alexander wrote this hymn as 
she sat by the bedside of a sick child, 
who tossed in delirium, hovering be- 
tween life and death. It was in writing 
hymns for children that her ability is 
chiefly recognized. Possessed with the 
knack of presenting her thought picto- 
rially, as well as simply, she readily 
captures the imagination of the juvenile. 
Mrs. Alexander was always modest 
about her hymns, and disliked hearing 
them praised. However, she always re- 
joiced when informed that they had been 
used of the Lord in turning people unto 
Him. Once, when she was told how -her 
hymn, “There is a green hill far away,” 
was used to change the heart of a 
worldly man, it is said she sprang from 
her chair and said, “Thank God, I do like 
to hear that.” 


OSEPH H. GILMORE (1834-1918) had 

been especially impressed with the 
blessedness of God’s guidance as the re- 
sult of the meditation on the Twenty- 
third Psalm he had given at a midweek 
service at the First Baptist Church, 
Philadelphia, shortly following the he- 
ginning of the Civil War. A little group 
after the service retired to the pleas- 
ant home of one of the deacons, and 
continued the discussion of the theme 
introduced by their supply pastor. While 
his friends continued conversing upon 
the subject of God's leadership, a 
Gilmore took a pencil from his pocket 
and wrote the words of “He leadeth me: 
O blessed thought!” When he com- 
pleted the writing, he handed the paper 
to his wife and thought no more about 
it. Surely, we can see that if Mrs. Gil- 
more had been careless, or even had a 
poor opinion of her husband’s poetic 
gift, the world would have been denied 
the blessing this great hymn has afforded 
through these many years. 

Mrs. Gilmore sent the piece to a re- 
ligious paper, in which it was published 
in good time. Three years later, Mr. 
Gilmore went into a church, and picked 
up the hymnal to leaf through its 
pages. Imagine his surprise when he 
read the lines he had written that night 
in Philadelphia. Today there is a marker, 
placed by the Philadelphia Gas Com- 
pany, which now occupies the site where 
the poem was written, setting forth the 
essential facts of the writing of the 
hymn. 
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ILLIAM AUGUSTUS MUHLEN- 

BERG (1783-1861) was once asked 
by a young lady to write a verse in her 
autograph book. Always generous in 
nature, he responded not with one verse 
but six, each of eight lines. The poem 
was destined to become a hymn, “I 
would not live alway; I ask not to stay.” 


Many conjectures have been made re- 
garding the inspiration of the hymn, 
the most common being that Mr. Muh- 
lenberg had been jilted in love, and so 
had no further desire to live. This sug- 
gestion always was most displeasing to 
the author. The “History of the Ameri- 
can Episcopal Church” states that “the 
legend that it was written on an occa- 
sion of private grief is a fancy, for it 
hardly agrees with the clear and minute 
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Although the author attempted te 
amend the poem in later years, the orig- 
inal as written in the young lady’s auto- 
graph album is the one which kept popu- 
lar favor. So displeased was the author 
with the poem that he even regretted 
writing it altogether. If he could have 
destroyed it, it is very possible that he 
would have done so. It has been criti- 
cized because of its intense subjectivity, 
its morbid depreciation of the joys of 
earthly existence, and its failure to rec- 
egnize any significance in the discipline 
of life. In closing I would say that I 
include Ahis hymn as one which nar- 
rowly escaped oblivion because it was 
first written in so transitory a thing as 
a schoolgirl’s autograph album, and first 


recollections of persons of the highest published anonymously, and always 
character still living, and who knew the frowned upon by its author. 
circumstances thoroughly.” PHILADELPHIA, 
) ) 
Wesley’s Father’s Hymn 
How it was saved from the rectory fire 


ONEY was scarce in the rectory at 

Epworth, England, during the boy- 
hood days of John and Charles Wesley. 
The family was large, and the salary 
small. Nevertheless it was a “nest of 
singing birds.” All lovers of hymns 
know what a prominent place the famous 
brothers hold in English hymnody. What 
is not so generally understood is that the 
father of these men wrote a hymn which 
has exerted a wide influence, and that 
the manuscript was strangely preserved 
from destruction by fire. John, then a 
boy of five, almost lost his life at that 
time. 


This great fire was on February 9, 
1709. The nurse seized the baby, called 
the other children to follow her; but 
John remained in a sound sleep. Soon 
he awoke, rushed to the window, and 
was lifted to safety just before the roof 
fell in. 


“Come, neighbors,” cried the rector, 
as he clasped the little fellow in his arms, 
“let us kneel down; let us give thanks 
to God! He has given me all my chil- 
dren; let the house go; I am rich 
enough!” Later this godly man real- 
ized that he had additional cause for 
thanksgiving, for someone found that 
the hymn, just written, had blown off 
his study table, and landed, in its singed 
condition in the garden. This was a 
hymn fer Good Friday, and still finds a 
place in the latest editions of Methodist 
hymnals in both England and America: 

Behold the Saviour of mankind 

Nailed to the shameful tree ! 


How vast the love that him inclined 
To bleed and die for thee! 


By WILLIAM J. HART, D.D. 


Hark, how he groans! while nature shakes, 
And earth’s strong pillars bend ! 

The temple’s veil in sunder breaks, 
The solid marbles rend. 


’Tis done! the precious ransom’s paid! 
‘Receive my soul!” he cries; 

See where he bows his sacred head! 
He bows his head, and dies! 


But soon he'll break death’s envious chain, 
And in full glory shine: 

O Lamb of God, was ever pain, 
Was ever love, like thine? 


The author, the Rev. Samuel Wesley, 
Sr., himself the son of a clergyman, met 
difficulties with a dauntless spirit, and 
waiked from London to Oxford that he 
might enter the University. In spite 
of kis straitened circumstances he was 
able to remain there until he earned his 
degree. He took orders in the Church 
of England, and was appointed to a 
curacy that paid him twenty-eight 
pounds a year. In 1697, he became rector 
at Epworth, and there remained until 
his death, April 25, 1735. This scholarly 
man was also an author of some im- 
portant works. 

Many incidents associated with this 
hymn are given by George John Steven- 
son,! in a work published in 1883, of 
which the following is one: 

“Good Friday! oh, how I love the re- 
turn of Good Friday,” said a silver- 
haired, saintly woman, as she sat with 
a friend in the doorway of her home 





1“Tne Methodist Hymnbook: Illustrated with 
Biography, History, Incident, and Anecdote,” 
by George John Stevenson, London, 1883 (now 
out of print). 


(Continued on page 861) 
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LESSON 1. OCTOBER 6. PAUL'S BACKGROUND AND EARLY LIFE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 21:39; 22:3, 27, 28; 26:4, 5; Philippians 3:5, 6 
Golden Text.—Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.—Eccles. 12:1 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 21:39 But Paul said, I am a man which am a Jew of 
Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: 
beseech thee, suffer me to speak unto the people. 


Chap. 26:4 My manner of life from my youth, which was at 


and, I 
that after 


Pharisee. 


Chap. 22:3 I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, 


a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gama- 

liel, end taught according to the perfect manner of the law of 

the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day. 
27 Then the chief captain came, and said unto him, Tell me, 


art thou a Roman? He said, Yea. 


28 And the chief captain answered, With a great sum obtained 


this freedom. And Paul said, But I was free born. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 
Te life and ministry of the Apostle 


Paul is one of deep interest. He who 

denominated himself the “chief” of 
sinners (1 Tim. 1:15) became “not a 
whit behind the very chiefest apostles” 
(2 Cor. 11:5). 

As Saul of Tarsus, a pupil of the noted 
rabbi Gamaliel (Acts 22:3), he was a 
bigoted Pharisee and a bitter opponent 
of Christianity. But when subdued by 
divine grace he became a fearless and 
outspoken defender of the faith which 
before he had attempted to destroy (Gal. 
1:23). 

His writings show him to have been 
a man of varied and wide culture, well 
acquainted not only with the Jewish 
Scriptures, but with the learning and 
literature of the Gentiles also, as evi- 
denced by his ready quotations from the 
Greek and other poets (Acts 17: 28; 1 
Cor. 15:32, last part is a quotation found 
both in Isa. 22:13 and in two Greek 
poets, Titus 1:12). , 

He.was a freeborn Roman citizen, a 
native of Tarsus, which was a Roman 
colony, so that all its citizens were also 
recognized as citizens of the imperial 
capital (Acts 16:37; 21:39). This would 
give him a wide acquaintance with Gen- 
tile customs and thus help to fit him for 
the special ministry to which he was 
called “after he became a Christian, as 
the apostle to the nations (Acts 26:17; 
see also 22:21). 

It is interesting to note that some of 
his own kindred had been won for Christ 
while he was still a bitter persecutor 
of “that way” (Acts 22:4, Rom. 16:7). 
We cannot doubt but that Andronicus 
and Junia and other relatives of the 
fiery inquisitor prayed often and ear- 
nestly that he might be saved. What 
joy must have been theirs when word 
first reached them of the marvelous way 


in which those prayers had been an- 
swered ! 


The Historical Setting 


Saul of Tarsus first comes on the scene 
in the Book of Acts in connection with 
Stephen’s martyrdom (Acts 7:58). This 
was in A.D. 33 or 34. Within a year or 
so the transformation from persecutor 
to advocate of Christianity took place 
(Acts 9:1-20). For some thirty years 
afterward Paul was an ardent mission- 
ary of the cross. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 21:39—“‘A Jew of Tarsus... 
a citizen of no mean city.” Tarsus was 
a colony (colonia) of Rome. This was 
a special honor conferred by the Senate 
upon certain cities because of loyalty 
to the empire. All free men born in 
a colonia’ were accounted as citizens of 
Rome and had the same privileges as 
if they were actually natives of the 
great metropolis of the ancient world. 

Chap. 22:3.—“Brought up in this city.” 
That is, in the city of Jerusalem, where 
Saul was ,trained in rabbinic lore “at 
the feet of Gamaliel,” whose name is 
revered to this day as one of the out- 
standing teachers of the first century 
of the present era. Thus Saul was thor- 
oughly acquainted with all Jewish cus- 
toms and was zealous of the Law, be- 
lieving it to be the climax of divine 
revelation. 


Verse 27.—“Art thou a Roman?” To 
the chief captain’s question Paul replied, 
“Yes”; much to the astonishment of 
this Roman official, who had supposed 
his prisoner to be an Egyptian insur- 
rectionist (Acts 21:38). 


Verse 28.—“With a great sum obtained 
I this freedom.” Probably the chief cap- 
tain was originally a Greek, but had 
purchased his Roman citizenship in later 
years. Paul could say, “But I was free 
born.” 


Chap. 26:4—‘*My manner of life... 
know all the Jews.” It is evident that 


the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews; 
5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, 
the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a 


Phil. 3:5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, 
of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching 
the law, a Pharisee; 

6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the right- 
eousness which is in the law, blameless. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


the young rabbi Saul was a well-known 
character and recognized by his Jewish 
brethren as a pillar of their faith and 
an opponent of anything new or divisive. 


Verse 5.—“I lived a Pharisee.”’ The 
Pharisees here described as “the most 
straitest sect of our religion” were the 
strictly orthodox party in Judaism. Doc- 
trinally they were in full accord with 
the Old Testament revelation, to which, 
however, they had added many traditions 
of the elders, which tended to make the 
Word of God “of none effect” (Matt. 
15:1-6). While many of the Pharisees 
were described by the Lord Jesus as 
hypocrites, who used religion as a cloak 
of covetousness (Matt. 23), it was other- 
wise with Saul. He lived what he pro- 
fessed. He was sincere, but sincerely 
wrong in opposing Christianity (v. 9). 


Phil.’ 3°5—“An Hebrew of the He- 
brews.” in this chapter Paul dwells 
upon those things in which he trusted 
for salvation, his religion before he saw 
the Lord, who appeared unto him as he 
came near Damascus, all of which he 
counted loss for Christ ever afterward. 
He insists that he was not only a Jew 
by birth, but he was a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews; that is, he was intensely de- 
voted to the idealism of Judaism and 
ready to defend it at all costs. 


Verse 6.—“Concerning zeal, persecut- 
ing the church.” Saul evidenced his 
loyalty to the old system in which he 
had been reared, by endeavoring to ex- 
tirpate the new one that threatened to 
take its place. Moreover, he was blame- 
less in his life. So far as the righteous- 
ness required by the Law was con- 
cerned, he conformed to all its demands. 
In fact, he tells us, in Romans 7:7-11, 
that the only Commandment which he 
was conscious of disobeying was the 
tenth, “Thou shalt not covet.” And no 
one could know but he himself and the 
God who had given this command that 
it was being violated at all, as covetous- 
ness is a matter of the heart and is not 
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manifested necessarily in the outward 
life. 


‘The Heart of the Lesson 


Certainly, if anyone could ever havd 
been saved by morality and obedience 
to the Law of Moses, it would have been 
Saul of Tarsus. He was a model of de- 
votion to the truth as he understood it; 
but the time came when he learned that 
all his righteousness was but as dross 
and refuse in the sight of God. Scripture 
emphasizes the good qualities of this man 
in order to show us the hopelessness of 
seeking to be justified by the works of 
the Law. Most people have to be de- 
slivered from their sins. Saul, a sinner, 
though he realized it not, had, first of 
all, to be delivered from his religion to 
see the futility of all human effort to 
obtain the favor ot God. 


Lesson Outline 
SAUL IN His Earty Lire 


1. A respectable citizen (Acts 21:39) 

2. A cultured Jew (Acts 22:3) 

3. A freeborn Roman (vs. 27, 28) 

4. A sincere religionist (Chap. 26:4, 5) 

5. A circumcised Hebrew (Phil. 3:5) 

6. A conscientious persecutor of the 
church (v. 6, first clause) 

7. A man of blameless life (v. 6, last 
clause) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Self-righteousness vs. God’s Righteous- 
ness. In his early life, it never dawned 
upon Saul of Tarsus that he was unable 
to fulfill the demands of the Law and 
so be saved on the basis of his own 
good behavior. Like vast numbers to- 
day, he was ignorant of God’s righteous. 
ness and was going about seeking to 
work out a righteousness of his own. 
One of the first lessons we all need to 
learn is that “there is none righteous, 
no, not one” (Rom. 3:10), and that all 
which we count as righteousness is but 
as filthy rags in the sight of an infinitely 
holy God (Isa. 64:6). It is when we 
learn this lesson that we are prepared 
to receive the righteousness which is of 
God by faith (Rom. 3:22). This right- 
eousness is imputed to all who believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 4:3, 24). 


Rabbi Gamaliel. This great teacher 
holds a prominent place in the esteem 
of the Jewish people. He is given the 
title of Rabban, which indicates a rabbi 
of exceptionally high character. It is 
evident that he was a sincere Pharisee 
and yet a man of considerable breadth 
of vision. It was he who counseled 
careful investigation and a measure of 
toleration when the apostles Peter and 
John were charged with disloyalty to 
God and to the Law of Moses. A tradi- 
tion has persisted through the centuries 
that Gamaliel became a Christian in his 
later years; but this seems unlikely as 
the Jews still venerate him as an out- 
standing example of piety and wisdom. 
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Last Week’s Lessen 
13. September 29.—Jesus and the Law 
of Love. Exodus 20:3-17; Psalm 
119:33-40; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Mat- 
thew 5:38-48; 22:37-39; Mark 12: 
30, 31; Luke 10:25-37; Romans 
8:2-4; Galatians 5:13-24 
Next Week’s Lesson 
2. October 13.—Paul’s New Begin- 
ning. Acts 8:1-3; 9:1-19a; 22:4-16; 
26:9-18; 1 Corinthians 15:8-10; 
Galatians 1:11-16 








The fact that Saul was a pupil of this 
man gave him special recognition among 
the Jews, who were shocked when he 
became a follower of the One whom he 
had tried to force others to blaspheme. 


Summaries and Applications 


Paul declared he had lived in all 
good conscience toward God even in his 
unconverted days (Acts 23:1). This 
shows us that conscience in itself is not 
a safe guide. 


Conscience needs enlightenment by 
the Word of God in order that we may 
not be misled by mere human ideas in- 
stead of being guided by the truth. 


If ordinances could save, Saul would 
have been saved long before he met the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Circumcised accord- 
ing to the Law, he was careful to obey 
all its ordinances; but none of these 
could change his heart. 


People often say it’ does not matter 
what a man believes if he is only sin- 
cere. But in Saul we see a man who 
sincerely believed he was on the road 
to Heaven, when he was on the road to 
eternal ruin. 


A knowledge of the Holy Scriptures 
will not save the soul. Saul knew the 
Scriptures well, but he was lost never- 
theless. It was when he came to know 
the Christ of the Scriptures that he re- 
ceived new life and became a partaker 
of the divine nature. 


Religion, as such, cannot save. Saul 
was intensely religious when he was per- 
secuting the church of God. He had to 
learn that the Lord Jesus is the only 
Saviour, and when he knew Him he 
counted all his religion but loss for His 
name’s sake. 


Morality cannot save. Saul was a thor- 
oughly moral young man, while rejecting 
the Saviour God has provided. He 
prided himself on his blameless life, but 
when He saw the Lord he counted it all 
but loss that he might win Christ. 

CHICAGO. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 
OW could Paul be both a Jew (Acts 
22:3) and a Roman? (v. 27.) 
2. How did Paul secure his Roman 
citizenship? 
3. Did Paul ever make use of his Roman 
citizenship? 


4. How does this appeal to the rights of 
earthly citizenship agree with our heaveniy 
citizenship? (Phil. 3:20, Gr.) 

5. How did Saul’s Roman citizenship and 
Greek culture affect him as a Jew? 


6. What were some of the sects among 
the Jews? 

7. What were the chief marks of the 
Pharisees? 


8. What things in which men usually glory 
did Paul omit from the list of things in 
which he might have confidence? 

9. What one feature of the apostle’s early 
training was invaluable to him? 


10. Which is more wonderful, a great sin- 
ner saved, or a child saved from becoming 
a great sinner? 


(Answers on page 858) 
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From the Platform 


By a Superintendent 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God 
our Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for 
Thy servant Paul, whom Thou didst call 
to preach the Good News to the Gentiles, 
and through whom Thou hast given us 
many of the Books of the New Testa- 
ment. We thank Thee for this new op- 
portunity to study his life and letters, 
and we pray that as we do so we may 
see again how marvelously Thy grace 
works in the lives of Thy servants, and 
have a clearer understanding of the Gos- 
pel as we study the Epistles. When 
we see how Thoy didst completely re- 
verse the course of Paul’s life, we are 
reminded once again that nothing is too 
hard for Thee, and that Thy grace can 
transform men’s hearts. We marvel at 
Thy wisdom in giving Paul the training 
in his youth which would be useful to 
him later in telling the Jews about the 
Messiah. We are encouraged to believe 
that Thou canst turn into the right chan- 
nels our early training and use what- 
ever gifts we may have. Help us, Lord, 
to imitate Paul’s sincerity, honesty, and 
courage, and grant that we, too, may be 
bold, as he was, in witnessing for Thee. 
We pray that Thy Holy Spirit may en- 
able us to understand and appropriate 
for ourselves the wonderful truths that 
Thine Apostle Paul set forth in his Epis- 
tles. We pray in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—As you study Paul’s 
background and early life, you will see 
with what infinite patience and wisdom 
God prepares His instruments. He 


allowed him to be a freeborn, Roman 
citizen, and to be brought up as a very 
strict Jew in order that after his con- 
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Lesson for October 6 


version he might know how to deal with 
the Romans and what to say to the Jews 
to convince them that Jesus of Nazareth 
was the Messiah, the Son of God sent 
to redeem us. You will notice, too, that 
even in his early years Paul was abso- 
lutely sincere, honest, and straightfor- 
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ward in all that he did, as he was in 
later life. Sincerity will not save us, 
for it is possible to be sincerely wrong, 
as Paul was at first; but it is a charac- 
teristic that God can use when it is put 
into His hands. Paul would never have 
dared to say that he had lived “after 
the most straitest sect of our religion,” 
as a Pharisee, and “touching the right- 
eousness which is in the law, blameless,” 
unless that had been true, for there were 
many Jews who would have lost no 
time in contradicting him. But he spoke 
the truth, and no one could prove him 
wrong. Paul did remember his Creator 
in the days of his youth, and thus he 
was kept from gross sins which would 
have weakened his body and filled his 
heart with remorse all his days. As we 
see how wonderfully God prepared Paul 
for his later work, we can say, in his 
own words, “O the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out!” 
(Rom. 11:33). 
we 


The Busy Men's Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, while the evil days 
come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in 
them” (Eccles. 12:1).—During the last 
sickness of a distinguished civilian, he 
suddenly opened his eyes from what 
seemed a disturbed sleep, and said 
sharply, “Remorse”; and soon after, 
more emphatically, “Remorse!”; and 
presently at the top of his voice he cried 
out, “REMORSE !” 

Then he asked that the word be writ- 
ten and understood. “Ah,” said he to 
those around him, “Remorse! You don’t 
know what it means.” 

His youth had been wasted, his life 
spent in pleasure and covetousness; he 
had turned his back upon God and neg- 
lected His Word; turned a deaf ear to 
His offers of mercy. Now with dim 
vision, faulty hearing, trembling hands, 
and with life itself ebbing away, he was 
filled with remorse. 

A person who remembers his Creator 
in the days of his youth, and who is 
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saved early in life, and who seeks to 
live in the power of the Holy Spirit 
to God’s glory can rejoice when old age 
and decrepitude overtake him that his 
life was not wasted. 

He can say in his measure—as the 
Apostle Paul did in his—‘“The time of 
my departure is at hand. I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith: henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day” (2 
Tim. 4:6-8). 


“ITam...a Jew of Tarsus, a city in 
Cilicia, a citizen of no mean [or insig- 
nificant] city” (Acts 21:39).—Cities, as 
well as persons, acquire reputations — 
sometimes very unsavory ones—as I 
learned when I told someone that I was 
born in Chicago. “Chicago!” exclaimed 
the surprised person; “I wouldn’t remain 
in that city overnight for anything you 
could give me!” 

“Why not?” I asked, with about an 
equal amount of surprise. 

“Because it is a city of corruption, 
violence, racketeers, and gangsters,” was 
the answer. 

Assuring him that I had spent more 
than a score of years in Chicago and 
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had never witnessed a shooting didn’t 
change his thought of that city. 

Burton Stevenson says: “It is rather 
the fashion nowadays with certain senti- 
mental persons to proclaim themselves 
‘citizens of the world,’ forgetting that 
Diogenes, who coined the phrase, was a 
citizen of the world because he had been 
exiled from his native country for coun- 
terfeiting.” 

Tarsus was neither base nor insignifi- 
cant. It was the metropolis of Cilicia, 
and a city remarkable for its culture 
and the zeal of its residents for serious 
studies. At one time, in its schools, and 
in the number of its learned men, it 
was the rival of Athens and Alexandria. 
In reward for its exertions and sacrifices 
during the civil wars of Rome, Tarsus 
was made a free city by Augustus. Such 
cities were governed by their own laws 
and magistrates, and were not subjected 
to tribute, to the purisdiction of a Ro- 
man governor, or to the power of a 
Roman garrison. 

Paul had really a twofold citizenship. 
Here he claims his citizenship in Cilicia 
— which was his by birth. And in 
Philippians 3:20 he tells us his citizen- 
ship was in Heaven — which citizenship 
was his by the new birth. (The word 
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“conversation” in Phil. 3:20 is “citizen- 
ship.”) 

“I beseech thee suffer me to speak unto 
the people” (Acts 21:39).—Paul was a 
man who was “instant in season, out of 
season.” He loved his kinsmen accord- 
ing to the flesh. His heart’s desire and 
prayer to God for Israel was that they 
might be saved (Rom. 10:1). 

Here was an opportunity of telling 
them that what he did in going to the 
Gentiles — whom they hated — he did by 
divine direction. Would that every 
Christian were as eager to tell the story 
of his conversion and to relate the Lord’s 
dealings with him! 


“Circumcised ... of Israel... of 
Benjamin ...an Hebrew ... a Phari- 
see; concerning zeal, persecuting the 
church; touching the _ righteousness 
which is in the law, blameless” (Phil. 
3:5, 6).—Seven in Scripture is the per- 
fect number. In these’seven things Paul 
had perfect grounds for boasting — if 
boasting were permitted. 

Circumcised the eighth day — the very 
day God had prescribed for it (Gen. 
17:12). Of the stock of Israel —the 
covenant people of God (Rom. 9:4, 5). 
Of the tribe of Benjamin — not of one of 
the unfaithful ten tribes — but of faith- 
ful Benjamin (Deut. 33:12). An Hebrew 
of the Hebrews — not reared in a foreign 
manner, and under alien influences (Neh. 
13:23, 24). As touching the law, a 
Pharisee — the “straitest sect of our re- 
ligion” (Acts 26:5); as a Pharisee, . he 
had given himself to know, keep, and 
teach the Law (Matt. 5:20). Concern- 
ing zeal, persecuting the Church —not 
a half-hearted formalist. His zeal for 
the traditions of the elders fired him to 
the point where he could persecute God’s 
masterpiece, the Church. No wonder he 
afterward called himself the “chief” of 
sinners! (1 Tim. 1:12-16.) Touching 
the righteousness which is in the law, 
blameless — not that he did not sin— 
for he says in Romans 7:7, 8 that there 
were all manner of covetings in him — 
but as far as his outward life was con- 
cerned, he was blameless. But “for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus,” his Lord, he not only gave it up, 
but counted it loss and refuse. 


ALTADENA, CALIF, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


A Boy of Tarsus 
(Acts 21:39; 22:3, 27, 28; 26:4, 5; Phil. 3:5, 6) 


SE a map with the lessons this quar- 

ter. Primary children do not know 

much about them, but they catch on very 

quickly. As most of the lessons deal 

with Paul’s journeys, the map helps 
make them real. 

This quarter’s lessons take up the life 
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of Paul and his ministry to the Church. 
We shoyld study them diligently, for 
Paul, through inspiration in the Bible, 
made the claim of being an example for 
believers (Phil. 3:17; 4:9). 

Did you children ever think that Paul, 
the Apostle Paul, who wrote Romans, 
Ephesians, and many other letters, was 
once a little boy just the age and size 
of these boys? Seems funny, doesn’t 
it? Yes, he was a little Jewish boy, and 
his Jewish name was Saul. 

Let this picture of a Jewish boy be 
Saul, it isn’t his real picture — they 
didn’t. make snap shots then — but we'll 
make believe it is. 

He was born in Tarsus, a large city, 
so he was a city boy. His father was a 
free Roman citizen, so Saul was born 
free. He was a Jewish boy, so he was 
trained in the strictest way. He was 
taught the Scripture. The Old Testa- 
ment was all he had. The New Testa- 
ment had not yet been written. He had 
to learn the Law of Moses, not just the 
Ten Commandments which some of you 
will learn, but the whole Law, the Books 
of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
and Deuteronomy. 

What would you think of that? I 
guess you would groan. 

Then there were many books about 
the Law which Jewish rulers had writ- 
ten, and he learned these. After he 
had studied these things until he was a 
young man, he went away to college 
as many young men do today, but he 
went down to Jerusalem to the Temple 
where he studied in the classes of Gama- 
liel, a very famous teacher. 

So, as a young man, Paul had been 
well trained in all the learning of the 
Jews, and he was an earnest and hon- 
est young man. The. Jews did not be- 
lieve Jesus Christ was their Messiah 
and they knew nothing about Him as a 
Saviour. They believed He was a false 
prophet, and so they hated Him, and 
Paul hated Him so bitterly that he was 
going about hunting out those who be- 
lieved in Jesus Christ, and taking them 
to prison, and he believed he was doing 
God’s will. Next Sunday we shall find 
out what changed Saul, the Jew, into 
Paul, the apostle, but today we might 
talk about how you children are being 
trained. Saul’s parents made a real 
business of training him to be a strict 
Jew. He learned God’s Word. 

What about you? If your father and 
mother are Christians, they most likely 
are teaching you Bible verses, and teach- 
ing you how to pray. But maybe they 
are expecting your Sunday school 
teacher to do that. Oh, I hope not! 
Sunday school teachers should help train 
the children and teach them, but they 
cannot take the place of parents. They 
have only one hour a week with the 
children, while parents may have many 
hours in which to teach their children, 
if they will do it. 


And it nrust be done steadily and con- 
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tinually, day after day, verse by verse. 
Moses told the people they must teach 
their children “precept upon precept; 
line upon line.” They were to teach 
them in the morning and at noon and 
at ivight, every day. No wonder Paul 
knew the Old Testament so well. His 
writings are full of quotations taken from 
the Scriptures which he had studied as 
a child, 

What about you boys and girls? Are 
you learning God’s Word? You need 
to know it to learn how to live as a 
Christian. You need training to be a 
servant of God just as much as Paul 
did. If nobody has taught you verses, 
suppose you buy a New Testament and 
begin to learn some of it yourself. I’m 
sure your pastor or your Sunday school 
teacher will mark some verses for you 
to learn. 


This would be a good time to review 
some of the Memory Verses the class 
has learned and see how well they are 
“sticking.” 

FELTON, CALIF. 

we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


A Boy of Tarsus 
(Acts 21:39; 22:8, 27, 28; 26:4, 5; Phil. 3:5, 6) 


wd us again tonight the story of 
tall and handsome Saul, the first 
king of our country,” the Jewish boy 
in the foreign city of Tarsus may have 
asked his father. “How I like to im- 
agine I am he, walking tall and straight! 
Do you suppose I can ever be king, 
Daddy? My name is Saul, and I be- 
long to the same family, don’t I, the 
tribe of Benjamin?” 


“Well, my son, you’ve the same name 
and family, all right, but wasn’t the real 
King Saul a farmer, looking for his 
father’s asses, and you're a city boy, 
learning how to make goats’ hair tents! 
But” — and Father's voice suddenly grew 
sober — “our country has had no king of 
its own for many years. God grant that 
the Messiah may soon come to deliver us 
from the power of Rome and its greedy 
governors !” 


“Do you suppose He’ll come soon 
enough so I can be in His army? That 
would be even better than fighting the 
pirates. He’d lick the Romans, and be- 
come king of the whole world, wouldn’t 
He, with His capital in Jerusalem? And 
I'd be close by Him—one of His great 
generals !” 

“How soon He’ll come, my child, I 
cannot say.. But you must be faithful 
to God’s Law—a good Pharisee. You 
remember the first Scripture you learned 
as a wee boy.” (Quote Deut. 6:4, 5, Mem- 
ory Verse.) “If you can love Him that 


hard, it may be that He will let you 
be close by His Messiah when He comes. 
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Lesson for October 6 


But, child—a warning—beware how 
you speak against Rome. They are bad 
enemies. And we have been given the 
honor of being Roman citizens — you are 
a freeborn Roman — that’s why you have 
the name of Paul among the boys out- 
side, though we call you Saul, your He- 
brew name, here at home. It’s only a 
short time now, my son, before you 
must leave us to go to Jerusalem to 
learn more of the Law than you can 
learn in this heathen city. The famous 
Gamaliel will be your teacher. How we 
shall miss you! What will your sister 
do without you for a playmate?” 

The days sped by, and soon Paul was 
saying good-by to the boys with whom 
he had played on the docks as they 
watched the ships unload. It would be 
a long time before he would see the 
Cydnus River again, or look out over 
the Cilician Plain to Mount Taurus, ris- 
ing high against the sky to the north. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Shall I show you where he lived? (On 
the map point out Tarsus, Cilicia, the 
Cydnus River, Mount Taurus. Use any 
pictures available.) Traveling by ship 
in the care of some family friend, Saul 
probably docked at Caesarea (see map), 
and from there went on by land to Jeru- 
salem. He proved a promising pupil, 
and had the best education Jewish boys 
of the time could have. He was re- 
ligious, and worked hard for God’s 
honor. 

But the Messiah came, and he didn’t 
know it! He hadn’t expected a Messiah 
like the Lord Jesus —a Messiah of love 
and not of war. Saul tried to kill the 
Christians who believed Jesus was the 
Messiah. But one day the Lord Jesus 
met Saul—and what a difference it 
made! 


As Paul looked back over his life he 
counted the advantages he had had as a 
boy and young man. Let’s list them, and 
in another column the corresponding 
advantages an American boy or girl may 
have. (Paul: a Jew, pupil of Gamaliel, 
religious education, Roman citizenship, 
Pharisee, good family, active for God, 
law-abiding. American: white race, 
public schools, Sunday school, American 
citizenship, religious denomination, fam- 
ily name, helpful, obedient.) Paul had 
many advantages. But after he met the 
Lord, not one counted! Perhaps you 
have some reason to be ashamed of your 
family. Maybe you aren’t an American. 
You haven't a chance to get a good edu- 
cation. Listen to Paul! (Read to class 
Phil. 3:7, 8; 4:13.) He gladly exchanged 
all his advantages for having the Lord 
Jesus. And you—you may have the 
Lord no matter how poor or disgraced 
you may be. And no matter how good 
you are, you need Him, too. Paul’s Sav- 
iour says to you, “Come unto me” (Matt. 
11:28). 

Orono, MAINE. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we are starting, today, 

a three months’, study of Paul the 
apostle. Of all the mere men who ever 
lived, I suppose the life of Paul affords 
us the richest field for spiritual profit. 
If one knows Paul well, as the Bible 
record presents his biography and teach- 
ings, he is bound to become well ac- 
quainted with Jesus Christ; for Paul 
knew his Lord (Phil. 3:10) and served 
Him with a devotion that has never been 
surpassed; and if equaled, perhaps only 
in rare instances. 

It is said that the best way to get 
a true grasp of history is to study the 
biography of a leader in that particular 
time. For instance, Irving’s “Life of 
Washington” affords one of the most 
graphic pictures of Revolutionary days. 
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a very clear view of early Christian 
church history, as also of the great Ro- 
man Empire and its treatment of the 
Christians at that time. In Paul’s day 
it was actually a perilous thing to be a 
Christian, for Christians were hated by 
the Jews who held great ecclesiastical 
power and who sought by every means 
possible to exterminate them. The Ro- 
mans who held the political power, 
backed up the Jews, so far as political 
expediency would permit, and had no 
mercy for the Christians. 

Paul’s Christian life was a battle from 
the very start, and continued so, through 
bitterest opposition, perils, hardships, and 
persecutions until his martyrdom at the 
end. His crowning statement near the 
close of his life, as he awaited death in 
the Roman prison, was written to Tim- 
othy, his beloved friend and coworker, 
“TI have fought a good fight, I have fin- 
ished my course, I have kept the faith: 
henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me at 
that day: and not to me only, but unto 
all them also that love his appearing” 
(2 Tim. 4:7, 8). 

That is the kind of servant of the 
Lord with whom we shall travel in these 
lessons for the next three months. Let 
us resolve right now to get the rich profit 
in our spiritual life that awaits us in 
this study. You and I should be better 
Christians, come next Christmas, be- 
cause we will have trekked over the 
course with one of God’s great stalwarts. 
Our faith should be stronger, our con- 
victions of truth deeper, our loyalty to 
Jesus Christ unsurrendering, our knowl- 
edge of His Word richer. 

So let us go along with Paul, fellows, 
and we shall very surely be following 
in the footsteps of his Master, who also 
is ours. 

Greensboro, N. C. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
year and explaining the conditions upon which 
illustrations are accepted may be had from 


. the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 


illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
present paper shortage, readers are asked to 
limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Hard to Change.—Remember now thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth (Eccles. 
12:1, Golden Text). The well-known 
sports columnist, Grantland Rice, in 
his “Sportlight,” gave two splendid 
illustrations of the value of learn- 
ing things early in life. Mr. Rice 
spoke to Gene Sarazen, professional 
golfer of many years’ successful com- 
petition.. He asked Sarazen why he 
continued to use his old grip on the 
golf club, when he had learned, as he 
confessed, of a better one. Said Gene: 
“It’s hard to break old habits. I won the 
United States Open with this grip when 
I was twenty-one. I thought then that 
it. was perfect. I found out later that 
it was not — when it was too late.” Rice 
also interviewed Ty Cobb, the greatest 
of them all, and asked why, throughout 
his brilliant baseball career, he held his 
hands so far apart when batting. “It 
all started,” Cob answered, “when I was 
a kid of twelve. I was a stringy young- 
ster, and all the bats were too big and 
heavy for me. I had to hold them that 
way to swing them. Once you build 
up habits as a kid, they are hard to 
change.” It is important, you see, to 
build right habits when you are young. 
No child is too young to learn about 
Christ. The earlier, the better — which 
is a reminder for parents, ministers, 
Sunday school teachers, and all who 
work with children, to be faithful to 
God in respect to children.—From Essez. 
Sent by Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Prize illustration. 


Worse Than S.S. Troops.—Remember 
now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth (Eccles. 12:1, Golden Text). 
Canadian soldiers, during the recent 
war, rated the boyish defenders of Zut- 
phen as among the most fanatical they 
encountered anywhere. This particular 
point was defended by fourteen-year- 
old boys from a near-by training camp 
for paratroopers. They were Nazis to 
the core; they were well trained and 
excellent shots with rifles and machine 
guns. One officer said, “They were worse 
than S.S. troops.” Surely, if boys can 
be so thoroughly schooled in the devilish 
notions of Nazism by the age of four- 
teen, it must be possible to inculcate the 
Christian and American way of .life in 
young people in America. Christian 
leaders might well ask themselves if 
fourteen-year-old boys and girls in our 
churches are willing to live zealously, 
and if necessary, to die for Jesus Christ. 
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Lesson for October 6 


Perhaps when Christians take their obli- 
gations to Christ as seriously as Nazi 
leaders regarded their duties to Adolph 
Hitler, then the young people of Amer- 
ica will begin to respond accordingly.— 
From Essex. Sent by Helen Palmer, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Disraeli’s Answer.—I am verily a man 
which am a Jew (Acts 22:3).. When 
some members of the British House of 
Commons taunted Benjamin Disraeli 
with being a Jew, he replied, “It is true 
that I am a Jew, but I would like the 
honorable member to know that when 
his ancestors were living in the woods 
with their bodies painted, little better 
than savages, my ancestors were writ- 
ing the Book of Psalms and building 
Solomon’s Temple.” That was a noble 
and truthful reply. In these days of 
anti-Semitic propaganda, it is well for 
us to remember that in those days of 
paganism and ignorance, the Jewish 
people kept alive a knowledge of God, 
righteous, holy—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Mur- 
ray, Nebr. 


All-Consuming “Pride.”—Art thou a 
Roman? (Acts 22:27.) 


Roman, and proud to be a Roman, 
Joying in feats of strength and skill, 

Proud to be known as Saul of Tarsus, 
City of which no son thought ill; 


Hebrew, and proud to be a Hebrew, 
Proudly a zealous Pharisee, 

Blameless as touching all the law, 
Proud of his family history; 


Scholar, and proud to be a scholar, 
Ranked with the foremost of his age, 
Seeking apostates from the faith 
With persecuting, righteous rage; 


Bondslave, and proud to be a bondslave, 

Counting what had been gain mere loss; 

Paul, pressing on toward God’s high 
calling, 

Beheld all former prides as dross. 
—From Minette MacKay, in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Howard M. 
Green, Newfane, N. Y. 


“If It Were I."—My manner of life 
from my youth (Acts 26:4a). Robert 
Murray McCheyne, one of the most spir- 
itual Scottish preachers of the last cen- 
tury, was a well-brought-up and care- 
fully trained youth, whose outward life 
was without blame; in every way re- 
spectable, conscientious and_ well-in- 
formed; he knew his Bible, said his 
prayers, went to church, and was well- 
satisfied with his own righteousness, for- 
getting that Scripture has declared, “All 
our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” 
in God’s sight. While he was away at 
school a message came telling him of 
the sudden death of a very godly elder 
brother. He went home to the funeral, 
and upon reaching the house of mourn- 
ing asked to be permitted to go alone 
into the room where lay the body of 
his dearly loved brother. As he stood 
there gazing upon the still, silent form 
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he asked himself the question, “If it 
were I, where would my soul be?” The 
answer to his own question honestly 
given was, “Lost forever.” There and 
then he broke down, gave up all pre- 
tension to a righteousness of his own, 
and found in Christ risen and glorified 
that righteousness which he celebrates 
in his little hymn, “Jehovah Tsidkenu.” 
—From “The Mission of the Holy Spirit,” 
by H. A. Ironside. Sent by Mrs. Robert 
Vining, Franklin Square, N. Y. 


Need To Be Washed First.—That after 
the most straitest sect of our religion I 
lived a Pharisee (Acts 26:5b). “Too 
many church members have _ been 
starched and ironed, but never have 
been washed.”—From Vance Havner, in 
the Christian Digest. Sent by Mrs. Rob- 
ert Vining, Franklin Square, N. Y. 


“Almost — But Lost.”+-Circumcised the 
eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the 
Hebrews; as touching the law, a Phari- 
see (Phil. 3:5). Ponder over the fol- 
lowing statements. You may offer like 
Cain (Gen. 4:3), weep like Esau (Gen. 
27:38), serve like Gehazi (2 Kings 5: 
20), leave Sodom like Lot’s wife (Gen. 
19:26), tremble like Felix (Acts 24:25), 
be zealous for God like Israel (Rom. 
10:2), be a disciple like Judas (Acts 1: 
25), take part in worship like Korah 
(Num. 16), have a house of worship like 
Micah (Judges 17:5), desire to die the 
death of the righteous like Balaam 
(Num. 23:10), make long prayers like 
the Pharisees (Matt. 23:14): prophesy 
like Saul (1 Sam. 10:10), have lamps 
like the foolish virgins (Matt. 25:1-13), 
be near the Kingdom like the young 
man (Matt. 19:16), be almost a Chris- 
tian like Agrippa (Acts 26:28), and yet 
be lost!—From Christian Digest. Sent 
by Mrs. Robert Vining, Franklin Square, 
Hw. ¥. 
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The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made to 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 
regular reading of the advertisements 
proves so well worth while. 
























































“IF | HAVE EATEN 
MY MORSEL ALONE” 


6¢F I have eaten my morsel my- 

self alone, and the fatherless 
hath not eaten thereof; then let 
mine arm fall from my shoulder 
blade, and mine arm be broken 
from the bone” (Job 31:16, 17, 22). 

Strong language indeed! But this . 
is how an ancient saint of God felt, 
seeing distress around him. This 
is how we feel today with thou- 
sands of our Jewish friends and 
Hebrew Christian brethren in the 
grip of a tragedy that knows no 
parallel. Oh, the pathos of their 
misery! We cannot eat our morsel 
by ourselves and still call ourselves 
Christian. 

If you could only come for one 
day to the headquarters of THE 
FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MISSION- 
ARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC., 
and read the letters from our des- 
titute brethren crying out for help 
and for mercy, your hearts would 
melt within you as do ours, 

In response to their cry, we are 
doing our utmost to relieve their 
suffering. .To Poland, Germany, 
Austria, Hungary, France, Belgium, 
Palestine, North Africa, Shanghai, 
and many other places, go food and 
clothing for the weary Children of 
Israel, together with the Word of 
Life. 


Please send your gifts to 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. ' 


728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Rev. Victor Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 
Dr. Joseph T. Britan, Treasurer 


Treasurer for Canada: 
Rev. P. S. Dobson, M.A., D.D., Principal 
Alma College, St. Thomas, Ont., Can. 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My 
Glory,” sent to all contributors, and 
also on request. 
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“Ve Word at Work” 


Young and old alike; the sick and disabled re- 
ceive God's printed Word FREE by pledging to 
read a chapier of the Testament each day. 


National Headquarters 
The Business Men’s Council of the 
Pocket Testament League, Inc. 


ORGANIZED 1916 - INCORPORATED 1917 
710 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


This work is made possible through your prayers 
and financial support. 
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For Sopranos & Altos -— 


THE RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK CO. 
107 Niath Street, Winonc Leke, Indiaze 





Through the Bible Study 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
Oy Or, Marke J. Rover. Poser 
For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
Young People’s and Missionary 
ties, ‘Vesston Bible Schools, Prayer 
Meetings, and Home Study, 
Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 








The Significance of the Atomic Bomb 


Send 10 cents in stamps for the 
JUNE, 1946, issue of the 
BIBLICAL RESEARCH MONTHLY 
and read this illuminating article by 
David L. Cooper, Ph.D 
Write 
BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY, INC. 
4417 Berenice Ave. Dept.ST Los Angeles 31, Calif. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 852) 


1. In the same way that a person can be 
a Jew and an American, the one by race 
and the other by citizenship. 

2. His father, or perhaps his grandfather, 
had been granted the privilege of citizen- 
ship, so Paul was born to it. 

3. Yes. Read Acts 16:37, 38; 22:25-29; 25:11. 

4. Heavenly citizenship abrogates neither 
our rights nor our duties as citizens here. 
Having more to contribute, we must give 
more. (See Matt. 22:21.) 

5. They certainly did not make him less 
Jewish in his loyalties (Acts 26:4, 5). 
Neither should standing and learning make 
us poorer Christians, but we should use 
these to the glory of God. 

6. The Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the 
Herodians are those we read chiefly of in 
the New Testament. 

7. Strict adherence to the Law and the 
traditions with belief in all supernatural 
phenomena. 

8. His citizenship, his learning, and his 
possessions. . 

9. The study of the Scriptures, though 
from a mistaken view, laid a deep founda- 
tion for later understanding of the Gospel. 
(See 2 Tim. 3:15.) 

10. Those saved mightily from the depths 
of sin will be the first to urge salvation in 
childhood, to avoid the sorrow, bitterness, 
stain, and wound of gross sin. 


we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


FATHER once took his son to Sir 
Joshua, Reynolds, famous English 
portrait painter, with the request that 
in return for art lessons the boy might 
be permitted to paint backgrounds for 
the artist’s pictures. “My dear sir,” ex- 
claimed Sir Joshua, “anyone who can 
paint my backgrounds nceds no instruc- 
tion from me.” 
Backgrounds form the basis upon 
which foregrounds may be portrayed. 
This is as true of a life as it is of a pic- 
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ture, and in this series of lessons on 
Paul we discover how Paul’s back- 
ground, when surrendered, was used in 
the hands of God as a foundation for 
the interpretation of the Gospel mes- 
sage, and to open the door for Gentiles 
to enter into the Christian life. Let us 
view Paul’s background from several 
angles: ancestry, birthplace, education, 
and religion. 
ANCESTRY 

Paul was born of Jewish parents, and 
his genealogy could be traced back to 
the tribe of Benjamin, favorite son of 
Jacob, son of Abraham who founded 
the Hebrew nation. 


What difference does one’s nationality 
make in the success of a life? Girls with 
Jewish, Negro, Mexican, Russian, English, 
Chinese, or Scandinavian ancestry would 
probably all have different starts in life 
with different opportunities and priv- 
ileges. No matter, though, what your 
nationality might be, the Lord can use 
you if you are yielded to Him (Acts 10: 
34, 35; 2 Tim, 2:20, 21). 


BIRTHPLACE 


Are you a country girl or a city girl? * 


Can you speak more than one language? 
Are you at ease with strangers? Dis- 
cuss how such factors might be used 
in the service of the Lord. 


Paul was a city boy who grew up in 
one of the three leading university cities 
of the world, a junction where Eastern 
and Wesfern countries met for trade. 
He was a Jew, yet at the same time he 
was a Roman citizen from birth, and 
learned to speak Greek as well as his 
native Hebrew. What joy it must have 
brought to this versatile boy as he met 
and conversed with travelers from many 
lands and from every walk of life! 


EDUCATION 

Can a girl be of service to the Lord 
without a good education? Occasionally 
we hear of girls who have made out- 
standing successes in spite of meager 
education, but that was because these 
girls were willing to work. God wants 
minds to be developed to the full ex- 
tent of their capacity. He wants wide- 
awake workers (2 Tim. 2:15). 


Paul was an eager student with a 
brilliant mind, and one that was later 
gloriously impressed with the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. His instruc- 
tion received from the rabbis helped him 
to understand the problems of his own 
people, and his advanced training in the 
school of Gamaliel enabled him to in- 
terpret the Old Testament Scriptures in 
terms of the Gospel. 


RELIGION 
Paul was a good, moral man, and very 
religious. His ultimate desire had been 
to find favor with God through obe- 
dience to the Law. He had learned God’s 
plan for Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3); His 
promise of an everlasting kingdom to 
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Lesson for October 6 


David (2 Sam. 7:16); and His protection 
of Israel (Psa. 106), but with all his de- 
votion to the God of his fathers, Paul 
was not satisfied with his religion (Rom. 
7). Not until he found Christ as his 
Lord did he find inner peace (Phil. 4:7). 
Paul would have been a great man if he 
had not become a Christian, but with- 
out Christ he could never have helped 
to change the trend of history, or be 
used to lead multitudes of many gener- 
ations into eternal life. 


Examine your own heredity, environ- 
ment, and training, not with the idea of 
holding a post mortem, but with the de- 
sire to make a glad surrender of your 
background to the Lord that He might 
paint upon it a foreground of His own 
choice (Matt. 4:19; Prov. 3:6). 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 

od 


Archaeological Side Lights 
On the lesson for October 6 
By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 


The City of Tarsus 


HEN the Apostle Paul stood before 

the multitude at Jerusalem, he 
stated that he was a Jew of Tarsus, a 
citizen of “no mean city” (Acts 21:39). 
Archaeological discoveries show that 
Tarsus was “no mean city.” An inscrip- 
tion, recovered in the Near East several 
years ago and placed in the British 
Museum, tells that the city of Tarsus 
was captured by Sennacherib (King of 
Assyria 705-681 B.C.), and then was re- 
built by him after the pattern of the 
great city of Babylon.t The pride of 
the people of Tarsus is also revealed in 
coins of the city which have been 
found.2 Some of them go back to the 
sixth century B.C. One fond epithet 
which appears on the coins reads, “Love- 
liest greatest metropolis.”3 One can 
better understand why Paul, brought up 
in a city whose very coins bore this 
reminder, would not hesitate to say that 
he was a citizen of “no mean city.” 


Modern studies indicate that Jews 
were brought into Tarsus about two 
hundred years before the time of Paul, 
and that they had special privileges 
under a special charter. Paul probably 
was a descendant of some of these Jews, 
and it may be that his citizenship was 
inherited from earlier generations of his 
family.4 

Linen working and the making of tent 
cloth was a prominent industry in Tar- 





1C. M. Cobern, “The New Archaeological 
Discoveries,” New York, Funk and Wagnalls, 
ninth edition, 1929, p. 542, 

2W. M. Ramsay, “The Cities of St. Paul,” 
New York, Hodder and Stoughton, 1907, pp. 
237-244. 

2Cobern, op. cit., p. 542; a coin of this type 
is pictured in Ramsay, op. ci‘., p. 241. 

4Cobern, op. cit., p. 543. 
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sus. This helps us to understand why 
Paul was trained in the trade of tent- 
making, which he often used to support 
himself while preaching the Gospel. 
Cobern points out that until modern 
times the business of tentmaking was 
continued by Jews residing in Tarsus.5 


Paul’s Citizenship 


HEN Paul was asked by the Ro- 

man army offcer whether he was a 
Roman, Paul indicated that he was a Ro- 
man citizen (Acts 22:27). Deissmann 
points out that when Paul faced this 
great legal affair, his trial recorded in 
the last chapters of Acts, he asserted 
his right as a citizen and appealed to 
Cesar. This whole subject has been 
studied by Mommsen,7 and newer texts 
which have come to light emphasize the 





STbid., p. 544. 

*Adolph Deissmann, “Light from the An- 
cient East,”” New York, Doran, 1927, p. 339. 

7 Theodor Mommsen, “Die Rechtsverhaltnisse 
des Apostels Paulus,” Zeitschrift fiir die 
neutestamentliche Wissenschaft, 2 (1901), p. 
81 ff.; cited in Deissmann, op. cit., p. 339. 
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A SENSATIONAL SELLER FOR AGENTS. sixteen tifeljxe 
figures in full color. An amazing portrayal of the actual Man- 
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right of appeal which could be made 
during the Imperial Period of the Ro- 
man Empire,§ the period in which Paul 
lived. Paul did not neglect his rights 
and privileges as a citizen. 


Circumcision 


AUL pointed out that he was a He- 

brew of the Hebrews, having been 
circumcised the eighth day (Phil. 3:5). 
Circumcision began in Old Testament 
times, and was required of Abraham and 
his descendants as a sign of God’s cove- 
nant with them (Gen. 17:9-14). The 
antiquity of the use of circumcision is 
confirmed by archaeological discoveries 
in Egypt, where one of the monumental 
reliefs from a tomb pictures this surgi- 
cal operation.® 


WHEATON, ILL. 





80. Eger, ‘“‘Rechtsgeschichtliches,” pp. 20 ff., 
24 ff.; cited in Deissmann op. cit., p. 339. 

°A picture of this relief is given in Capart, 
“Une Rue de Tombeaux a Saqqarah,” and is re- 
produced in George L. Robinson, “The Bear- 
ing of Archaeology on the Old Testament,” 
New York, American Tract Society, 1941, oppo- 
site p. 26, 
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My Father's Hymn Singing 
By Nelson A. Jackson 


ATHER was going for an all-day 

drive to see on business a man who 
lived in the back country about twenty 
miles from owr home. This was in the 
horse-and-buggy days, when there were 
no automobiles, telephones, or rural mail 
deliveries. Many country people went 
to the post office only once’a week, or 
just depended upon neighbors to bring 
their mail when they went to town. So 
if it were necessary to make immediate 
contact with anyone, the only thing to 
do was to drive to the person’s home, 
hoping that he would not be away. 
Naturally I, a foungster of eight years, 
was crazy to go along with Father, and 
he took me. 


The details of the ride through the 
country and the place visited are only 
hazy recollections. The one distinct 
memory of that trip is that of Father's 
singing. He had no voice or musical 
training. He often said, “I sing just for 
my own enjoyment and the amazement 
of others.” He did, however, love the 
old hymns, and had certain outstanding 
favorites among them, which he sang 
over and over. 


Father was a devout Christian. As I 
sometimes recall those loved songs of 
his, I have wondered if they did not 
to some extent reflect his Christian ex- 
periences. ~There were five hymns, some 
one of which was often on his lips. He 
followed no order, but for the sake of 
showing a progressive experience, I 
shall arrange his five favorites. 

According to my arrangement, the first 
is a song seldom heard today. In fact, 
its theme is not popular, and I doubt 
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its being found in many modern collec- 
tions of Gospel hymns. It is: 
There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins; 


And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains. 


Father’s rendering was characterized by 
volume, but it clearly showed his feel- 
ing of utter dependence upon the aton- 
ing blood of the Saviour for his salva- 
tion. 

His realization of the necessity for 
close and constant guidance, if he were 
to pass through life in accordance with 
his Master’s will, is brought out in the 
second hymn, which is: 

Jesus, Saviour, pilot me 

Over life’s tempestuous sea; 

Unknown waves before me roll, 

Hiding rock and treacherous shoal; 


Chart and compass came from Thee, 
Jesus, Saviour, pilot me. 


The third song expressed Father’s 
complete security in his Saviour’s love; 
it is: 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee. 

This song, sung as Father did the milk- 
ing, plowed the field, or loaded hay, 
always seemed to me as a. young lad: to 
have reference to some private rocky 
retreat, the location of which was un- 
known to me. It never occurred to me 
to make inquiry. As the years passed, I 
came to know that his rock of refuge 
was Christ Himself. ; 

The next song in the list is: 

I love to tell the story 
Of unseen things above, 


Of Jesus and His glory, 
Of Jesus and His love. 


In this he proclaimed his desire to tell 
others the Gospel message and its power 
to save. His witness was constant and 
his life consistent with his profession. 
No one ever doubted the sincerity of 
his life, or questioned the source of his 
strength. 

The last in this list of father’s favo- 
rites is one of triumph: 

All hail the power of Jesus’ name! 

Let angels prostrate fall; 


Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 


This was sung as a paean of victory 
and glory. It is the song that expresses 
the Christian’s joy over the wonderful 
day to which he looks forward with 
longing and desire. As Father uttered 
these words with humility and sincerity, 
it seemed almost as if he could glimpse 
those celestial glories. 

The memory of Father’s songs and of 
his simple, retiring life is a heritage 
more precious to me than money or 
fame. 


Kevuka Park, N. Y. 
we 
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Wesley's Father's Hymn 
(Continued from page 850) 


in the twilight of that Christian memo- 
rial day. Her eyes seemed to reflect 
holy light from the mysterious cross, and 
her voice was tremulous with sacred 
feeling as she said, “It was on a -Good 
Friday evening that my heart was first 
broken as I listened to the story of the 
cross; and then healed, as the music of 
that hymn seemed to come direct from 
Heaven with life in the words: 


O Lamb of God, was ever pain, 
Was ever love, like thine? 


“Oh, how dear these words have been 
to me ever since! It is, indeed, my Good 
Friday hymn. The day’s return is al- 
ways sweet and memorable; that hymn 
is my heart’s music through its hours, 
and will be till I go to see Him.” 

Lacona, N. Y. 

w 


~ Children | at Home 


Victory Through Song 


By Laura S. Emerson 


HREE dollars! That was the amount 
Martha needed before the first of the 
month, which was only eight days away. 
Ever since the Rev. Allen Black, a re- 
turned missionary from Mexico, had 
spoken to her Sunday school about the 
little, dark-faced Mexican children who 
needed Bibles in their own Spanish lan- 
guage, she had wanted to help. When 
her class of Junior girls had made 
pledges, Martha had promised three dol- 
lars. All offerings were to be paid a 
week from Sunday; this was Saturday! 
Again Martha counted her savings: 
the quarter Aunt Lois had given her 
for the “A” on her report card, fifty 
cents from Mrs. Jones for taking care 
of Betty, and two dimes and a nickel 
carefully hoarded from her small weekly 
allowances. All in all, it totalled only 
one dollar, not three. She so loved her 
little leather-bound Bible, that she 
wanted those Mexican girls to have 
Bibles of their own, too. 

Her thoughts were interrupted by her 
mother’s voice, as she asked her to go 
on an errand to the drugstore down- 
town. Martha went gladly. She liked 
to mingle with the Saturday shoppers, 
but this morning she paid little atten- 
tion to those she passed as she hurried on. 

How could she get two more dollars? 
She knew Uncle Charlie would give it 
to her, but her teacher had said a gift 
must be a part of the giver! So she did 
not want to ask him. Walking along Main 
Street, she wrestled with her problem. 

Then, right in front of the dime store, 
she noticed a small, black coin purse 
on the edge of the sidewalk! She 
reached down and picked it up. No one 
seemed to notice her among the busy 
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shoppers. She stepped in front of a 
store entrance and opened the purse. 
A green bill caught her eye, only one, 
but, oh, it was a twenty dollar bill! 
Her eyes gleamed! Twenty dollars! 
Why, she could pay her pledge and still 
have eighteen dollars left. Was that 
all? There were some car keys, a bank 
book, and a little change. Quickly Mar- 
tha closed the purse and continued on 
her errand. 

Twenty dollars! Twenty dollars! But 
was it hers? This new thought trou- 
bled her, and her steps lagged. This 


problem was bigger than her need. She, 


passed the drugstore before she real- 
ized it, and walked around-the city 
block, fighting her battle. No one had 
seen her find the purse; she wanted the 
money for others, for a good cause, not 
for herself. Never had she been so 
tempted; never had that subtle voice 
seemed so loud in her ear. Then an 
old, familiar song came to her mind: 
Yield not to temptation, 
For yielding is sin... 
She hummed the chorus aloud: 


Ask the Saviour to help you, 

Comfort, strengthen, and keep you: 

He is willing to aid you, 

He will carry you through. 

“Dear Jesus, do help me!” She 
breathed the prayer from her heart. 
How clear it all seemed now! Why, 
it would be—yes, it would be stealing 
to take what didn’t belong to her if 
she made no attempt to find the owner. 

Stepping into the bank entrance, she 
opened the purse once more. That must 
be the owner’s name on the bank book, 
Mrs. J. C. Blake. Why, the book was 
from the State Bank. That was where 
she was now. Oh, she mustn’t listen to 
that tempting voice another minute! 

She opened the heavy bank door and 
stood in the short line before the first 
window. Soon she was telling the 
cashier her story. 

“Do you know Mrs. Blake?” she asked. 

“Yes, she is one of our customers,” he 
replied. “We'll be glad to get in touch 
with her today.” 

With relief she handed him the purse; 
it burned in her pocket. 

“Thank you for returning this,” she 
heard him say. “What is your name? 
Mrs. Blake will want to know.” 

Martha wrote down her address, then 
hurried to the drugstore and started 
homeward. How lighthearted she felt, 
knowing that she had done right ! Some- 
how she knew that the Lord would help 
her solve her other problem, too. She 
sang her song on the way home. 

When Martha returned from school 
five days later, hér mother told her that 
she had received a registered letter that 
afternoon. She opened it hurriedly, 
wondering who would be writing to her. 
Three crisp dollar bills fell out of the 
envelope. Who could be sending her 
money? The brief note was signed by 
Mrs. J. C. Blake. Blake? Who was Mrs. 


(17) 


861 









has a splendid Saturday night meeting for 
boys and girls six to early teens. 150 boys 
and girls from 24 churches attend and like the 
fun, fellowship and joy in learning how to use 
the Word. eed season opens Saturday, 
September 28th — 7.30 to 9 p. m. — St. 
Paul’s Bible Surprise Club, 36th near 
Federal Street, Camden, N. J. We believe 
born-again parents will want to bring their 
children. Like the Gospel, it’s all free. Pray 
for us, and come. Bring an unsaved child 
with you. 


For free literature phone Emerson 5-1780W 


tn tn tl tn th a i i a, 





OPP DD TS 








Become acquainted 
with gospel hymn writer 
George S. Schuler’s two new 

series of piano sheet music. 


PIANO TONE POEMS 
"Sketches from Palestine” 


Attractively presented with 
three-colored cover, beauti- 
fully illustrated, 

40c each. 

The Road to Emmaus 
The Brook Cedron 
The Sycamore Tree 
The Alabaster Box 
Sundown on Sea of Galilee 


RADIO 'RANGEMENT SERIES 








Equally suitable for radio 
or sacred programs, church 
or home gatherings. Seven 
individual compositions 
contain |9 different 

hymn tunes and gospel 
songs. 35¢ each; 3 for $1.00. 


VOICE OF THANKSGIVING No. 5 


A song treasury echoing 
glorious™truths of the 
Christian faith. 

More than 400 carefully 
selected songs for church, 
Sunday school, and young 
people's meetings. Fully 
indexed with Scripture 
readings in clear type. 

368 pages, red cloth cover; 
85¢ each; $75.00 a hundred, 
not prepaid. 


Moody Press “en, soc. 


153 INSTITUTE PL. CHICAGO 10, tL 














862 (18) 


A practical program of evange- 
lism and Scripture distribution 
supported by free-will offerings. 

Send for free illustrated Quar- 
terly to: 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 





Serving Your Colored Neighbors 


Prayer Helpers Wanted 

Negroes being attacked by modernism 
and cults are wide open to the Bible = 
ministry of Carver Bible Institute, 
the students of which pastor several 
thousand members. gl wnties 
direction of Talmage Pay 

ears in China with C.I.M, CARVER BIBLE INSTI- 
TUTE, ne., Station A, Box 3, Atlanta, Georgia. 








ak we) 


AN ONLVD 


- BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Street, NEW YORK CIT 


Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered and 

registered by New York State Regents, granting B.R.E. and Th.B. 

degrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical Course 

diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 
Write for catalog. 





Old Fashioned Revival 
Nationwide Gospel Broadcast 


“Regional Networks” and In- 
dependent Stations. Consult «+ 
radio log of local newspapers 
for stations and times. 
CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 

P. 0. Box 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 





Editors: Keith L. Brooks and Howard W. Kellogg 


Handbook of World Events in the light of God’s Word; 
also digest of the most dependable prophetic thought. 
News and views gathered by Research Staff of Ameri- 
can Prophetic League, Inc. 


Subscribe TODAY 


Trusted and appreciated for many years by Bible 
teachers over the world because of its dynamic infor- 
mation, sane presentation and conviction-laden articles. 
Only7$1, 1-year subscription. 


) You'll wonder why you 
didn't have it before. 


Sample free. Write 


PROPHECY 


Box BB, Eagie Rock Sta. Los Angeles 41 





FAMILIAR HYMNS 
AND GOSPEL SONGS 


A new compilation for 
church use—today's great- 
est hymn book value! 
Popular favorites that 
have stood the test of 
time... proved oaccept- 
able wherever used. Every 
ne a gem—every page a 

e hymn! Send for 

copy and see 
rself the. marvelous 

inge ‘tn thi s LOW PRI Ce 

BOOK 
paid. $2000 per 


+ 


no prepaid. 


ation 


25e each, post- 
hundred, 


“MACK CO. 
© Winona Loke, ind, 


ROD 
107 Ninth St. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Blake? Oh, the owner of the bankbook ! 
The banker had told her about the little 
girl, and she wanted to reward Martha. 

“Oh, see, Mother!” she called. “Now 
I can pay my Mexican pledge this Sun- 
day, and I’ll have one dollar besides !” 

She looked at the bills again. These 
were really hers. She had a right to 
keep them. What if she had not lis- 
tened to the song! Jesus did help me 
—He brought victory through a song, 
she thought, as she went upstairs to her 
room joyfully singing: 

Look ever to Jesus, 

He'll carry you through. 

Marion, IND. 

we 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, October 6 


1. The Church a Fellowship of Christians 
(John 17:20-23; Acts 15:1-12) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HERE can be no doubt that it is 

God’s plan and purpose that believers 
should be one in Christ. Two strong 
proofs of this fact are seen in the por- 
tions chosen for our Scripture lesson. 
The first is taken from the prayer of the 
Lord Jesus, uttered on the night before 
His crucifixion while He was gathered 
with His little band of disciples, follow- 
ing the inauguration of the Lord’s Sup- 
per. Here He prays for the closest pos- 
sible union of believers, even as He and 
the Father are one. 

In the second portion in Acts 15, and 
in the verses that immediately follow 
this portion, we find a record of an im- 
portant decision made in the early 
church at Jerusalem. In substance, it 
held that, since God is no respecter of 
persons, and chose to bestow the Holy 
Spirit without restraint upon the Gen- 
tiles who believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, as well as Jews, then the church 
would likewise make no _ difference. 
Gentiles would not be required to con- 
form to any particularly Jewish regula- 
tions or ceremonies in order to become 
members of the Church, but would be 
required to exhibit only such conduct 
as was consistent with Christian disci- 
pleship. 

4 


In the Epistles, we find further argu- 
ment for the oneness of believers. Paul, 
in the First Epistle to the Corinthians, 
chapter 12, likens all believers to a 
physical body of which Christ is the 
Head. He speaks of the many mem- 
bers of the physical body and of their 
various functions, and likens believers 
to such members, pointing out that no 
member is useless or unnecessary; that 
each member needs and is dependent 
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upon the other member; that when one 

member is injured, all suffer; and that 

when one member is honored, all profit. 
we 

However, in this matter of Christian 
fellowship, there is one important prin- 
ciple that must not be lost sight of. 
Christian fellowship centers about the 
person of the Lard Jesus Christ. He is 
the Head to which’ the whole body is 
fitly joined, and by which it is directed 
and controlled (Eph. 4:15, 16). He is 
the vine to which every branch must be 
joined, and from which the life must 
flow, if fruit is to be borne (John 15). 
When individuals or religious organiza- 
tions reject the Head by denying His 
deity, by doubting or turning away from 
His finished work on the cross, and thus 
preaching “another gospel,” believers 
are instructed to “mark” them (Rom. 
16:17, 18; Phil. 3:17-19); are told not to 
be unequally yoked together with them 
(2 Cor. 6:14, 17); are to “reject” them 
(Titus 3:10); are to “purge” themselves 
from them (2 Tim. 2:16-21); are not to 
“receive” any such into their houses, 
and are to refuse to bid any such “God 
speed” (2 John 10:11). 

It is clear, therefore, that true be- 
lievers, regardless of their denomina- 
tional labels, may and should be one in 
Christ, fellowshiping with one another, 
and holding in common the great fun- 
damental truths of the Christian faith, 
even though they may differ on some 
nonessentials. But it is also true that 
there can be no fellowship between be- 
lievers and unbelievers even though they 
bear the same denominational label. 

5-4 

The importance of these great truths 
concerning Christian fellowship is vital 
in the Christian church today, for within 
the ranks of believing Christians, and 
often in places of denominational lead- 
ership, are found those who are not 
“holding fast the head” (Col. 2:19), the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Some of these men 
openly dery the Lord’s deity, and re- 
pudiate the efficacy of His shed blood 
and his propitiation for sin, and thus 
deny His divinely inspired Word. 

Others are more subtle. While pro- 
fessing to hold to the great doctrines 
of the Christian faith, they do so with 
reservations and by saying, for instance, 
it was noi necessary that Christ be born 
of a virgin, that it makes no difference 
whether He is or is not God, since it is 
only His life and teachings that count, 
and by other such equivocal statements 
as these. 

Yet, these same men call loudly to be- 
lievers everywhere to fellowship to- 
gether in the Christian church. God 
has not left us in ignorance, however. 
He has given us His Word, whereby we 
may know when men come to us with 
“another gospel,” and may be warned 
and turned away from them, and from 
all who would follow their teachings. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Family Worship 
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Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 30 to October 6 


Mon.—Proverbs 1:7-15. 
The Beginning of Knowledge. 
PrayverR Sucsestions: “The fear of the 
Lord ‘is the beginning of knowledge.” 
Knowledge begins with reverence. And 
since a child knows his parents before 
he can know God, he must learn to re- 
spect their will, wisdom, and character, 
before he can love the will, wisdom, and 
character of God. The reverent child 
is at the spring of knowledge. The fear 
of God is the beginning of wisdom. Be- 
cause we have so very little fear of God 
we find fearful wickedness among young 
people. If we inculcate reverence for 
God in the home, ‘and in the churches, 
we shall see progress of righteousness. 
Pray for a new work of God in Christian 
parents and churches. 


Tues.—Deuteronomy 6:4-9. 
Instruction for Youth. 
ees Succestions: “Thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children.” This 
exhortation is imperative now as when 
Moses gave it to Israel. Parents still 
are failing God in teaching the Bible in 
the home. God’s Word must be fitted to 
the current needs of children. Chris- 
tian education in its simplicity is the in- 
culcation of Bible truth in the mind of 
the child. This is scarcely being done. 
Parents who neglected this imperative 
duty in the morning of childhood will 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


have an evening of sorrow. Pray for 
courage to do what God wants done in 
your home. 


Wed.—Psalm 119:9-16. A Clean Heart. 


Prayer Svuccestions: “Wherewithal 
shall a young man cleanse his way? 
by taking heed thereto according to thy 
word.” Soap and water will clean hands, 
but only Christ can cleanse the heart. 
Young people must be converted by the 
Word. It “is perfect, converting the 
soul .. . sure, making wise the simple.” 
Prisoners show that not more than 
twenty per cent have ever been made 
aware of the Word of God. Pray for 
the “teen-agers.” 


Thurs.—Psalm 137:1-6. Loyalty to Heritage. 


Prayer Succestions: “If I forget thee, 
O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget 
her cunning.” Be loyal to God’s Church. 
Israel was to the Holy City. In Baby- 
lon she rémembered Jerusalem above 
all other interests. Let every child of 
God bless God for His Church. For her 
let tears fall, prayers ascend. Let her 
be dear as the eye, and let her name 
be engraved on the hand. Remember 
what martyrs, confessors, reformers, and 
others did for God’s Church. Pray for 
a greater appreciation of the Church the 
blessed Redeemer bought with His own 
precious blood. 


Fri.—Proverbs 4:1-9. 
The Instruction of a Father. 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “Hear, ye chil- 
dren, the instruction of a father.” Chil- 
dren with godly fathers; and fathers with 
obedient children are happy indeed. The 
instruction of a godly father teaches ears 
and impresses hearts. Words backed up 
with righteous deeds make deepest im- 
pressions. Examples should be samples 
of Bible truth. Pray that you will be a 
true instructor of young people. 


Sat.—2 Timothy 1:3-11. A Religious Home, 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “Unfeigned faith.” 
Note the religious character of Timo- 
thy’s home. There was no pretense. 
Worship was real and true; not in mere 
appearance, but in reality. Those who 
are religious in the true sense are not 
ashamed of the Christian testimony, and 
partake of the afflictions of the Gospel 
(see vs. 13, 14). Pray that your home 
may be one that really commends Christ 
to others. 


Sun.—Philippians 4:8-13. 
Paul’s Secret of Power. 
PraYER SvuccestTions: “Those things, 
which ye have both learned, and re- 
ceived, and heard, and seen in me, do: 
and the God of peace shall be with 
you.” Paul’s preaching was backed up 
by his spirit and living. Be an example 
to believers. All Christian ministers and 
workers should walk in the footsteps 
of Christ. Can other Christians safely 
follow you? Are you an example? Pray 
for grace to be an uncommon Christian. 
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types of Christian service. Seven courses. 
Write for details Dept. $ 1036 
183 INSTITUTE PLACE @ CHICAGO IC 































BOX ASSORTMENTS 
PAY biggest Prot ts 


profits 

from this DeLuxe Sample 
Line of nationally known, 

extra quality, po pular 

priced Ch 

labeinvent,es colorful, right up 
to date in quality, art, vy 





fore you start. It’s tops in profit- 
making for greeting card sales- 
people everywhere. Also com- 
plete line of Bibles, Books, 
Stationery and Everyday Cards. 
Rush game today for your start- 
ing o 
~ WESTERN ARG STUDIOS, 20a 
257 So. Spring St. Los Angeles Cal. 





































COMPARE” TABERNACLE 
HYMNS” WITH OTHER SONG 
BOOKS-IT’S MILES AHEAD 





TABERNACLE HYMNS NUMBER FOUR is “without an equal’’. Only our years of 
experience in developing the Tabernacle Hymns series, our unexampled opportu- 
nity to study the musical needs and preferences of churches all over the land and 
our patient research and long planning has made this great book possible—truly 
the Song Book of the Nation. Satisfies young and old—trained musicians, pastors, 
church members and Sunday School children. 


Read These Unrivaled Features and Advantages 


@ 352 large size pages—new plates, @25 well chosen union and responsive © 37 topical index listings of Scrip- 


clean, legible printing. readings—for every season and occasion. ture Readings—a new feature. 
@342 heart-warming numbers— @7 popular instrumental numbers for @ 2 editions—round and shaped notes. 

hymns and songs that never die. preludes or postludes. @ New, low-priced orchestrations, 
@78 new songs, new arrangements @2 binding colors—green and maroon available for 29 instruments— in 

or revivals. —to distinguish ‘‘home’’ and church quantities only 85c each; single 
@ 95 headings in topical index. copies. copy $1.00. 


Attractive cloth covers, strongly bound. Price, not prepaid, $70.00 a hundred 


Mail This Coupon for FREE Copy YEARS in preparation, 
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Gentlemen: Our church needs new song books. Please send me Free sample ee | resources of sacred sa IGH t ST | N 
of your new, beautiful song book, “iabernacle Hymns Number Four.” oy ed a | age QUA LITY AT 
Name 
spiritual experience and more we O 
Address | richly emphasizes fundamental A LOW PRICE = — S 
Sem Ef) Petes, Sens. truths than its famous prede- 4 co 
Py be a : i cessors of the Tabernacle Series. Mao 
Denomination Mani pershio 5 i Here are the — yt pt . S an o 
one many new numbers, and songs 
Expect to buy new song books (date) to meet present day evangelical = > ™ =< 
Pastor Address __ ] needs, Just the practical ‘‘<all- At o- 
Supt _ _Address__ | purpose’”’ book of deep spirit- a=- © 
a bemer you nave: long awelt- > - Zz 
ba . mpare it for musi 
PEA ERATE MOTICLIN ME content, practical usefulness Sar 
and quality bpm + pnt sur- >ecr 
passing wo: will amaze you. OW-- 
352-L6 North Waller Ave., Chicago 44, I, ™""* , o's 





